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* Whatever is rightly done, however humble, is noble. — Royce, 1924. 


Silver Spirit 


1981 Silver Sand Coachwork with Beige Hide, 158,000kms. AGY66M 
1984 Royal Blue Coachwork with Dark Blue Hide, 163,000kms. AGYI5F 
1986 Deep Ocean Coachwork with Beige Hide, 159,000kms. AFN38P 


1987 Cotswold Beige Coachwork with Beige Hide, only 59,000kms. WDS970 


Silver Spur TIT 
1995 Silica Coachwork with Mushroom Hide, 119,000kms. RR1020(NT) 
Silver Seraph 
1999 Fountain Blue Coachwork with Cotswold Hide, 1,500kms. © RR77(NT) 
1999 Royal Blue Coachwork with Barley Hide, 700kms. RR3309(NT) 


We also have a selection of Bentley motor cars. 
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Restoring 20 h.p. switchbox and controls 
Jim Kelso explains how he renewed the 
appearance of his switchbox and controls 


Re-writing the history books — again 
Roger Thiedeman takes a tongue-in-cheek 
look at how the daily press interprets 
Rolls-Royce history 


Rolls-Royce & Bentley in the Sunburnt Country 
Tom Clarke provides a glimpse of material 

still coming in (though too late!) for this 
magnificent book 


Home James 
No. 6 in Tom Clarke’s Glimpses into the Past 
series 


The Tasmanian Discovery Tour 
Donald Eve vividly brings to life this 
ambitious and highly successful Tour 


Vickers — how the mighty have fallen 
Roger Thiedeman and Martin Bennett tell the 
story of this once great British company and 
its various associations with Rolls-Royce 


Have you visited your 
CLUB INTERNET WEBSITE? 


http://www.rroc.org.au 


Front Cover Photo: 


1960 Silver Cloud Il long wheelbase saloon with division (LCB56) owned by 
Tasmanian Discovery Tour managers Allan & Beverley Simpson (N.S. W.). This stately 
and luxurious car is seen here in the driveway of Franklin House near Launceston, 
the first National Trust house in Tasmania, built in 1838. Photograph by the owner. 
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FROM the EDITOR 
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Sir Henry Royce Foundation 


On October Ist | was privileged to 
attend the opening of the Sir Henry Royce 
Foundation ‘Archive’ in Melbourne (see 
elsewhere in this issue). 

The Sir Henry Royce Foundation con- 
tinues to thrive and grow. It is important 
that we recognise that the Foundation 
was set up by us, as a service organisation 
for us, to do things that we would have 
been quite unable to achieve as a multi- 
Branch car club. The fact that, of legal 
necessity, the Foundation operates as a 
separate body in no way detracts from 
this. The Foundation’s achievementsin the 
short time since it was set up surely border 
on the miraculous, as anyone present on 
the opening night would readily agree. 

Please support your Foundation. Its 
work is vital to the long term health of our 
movement. 


A distinguished R-R career 


At the end of October | was fortunate 
enough to have been invited to an ad- 
dress by lan Rimmer (R.R.E.C.) to a gather- 
ing of New South Wales Branch members. 

lan worked for Rolls-Royce at Crewe 
from 1967 until his recent retirement and is 
best known for his scholarly book Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley Experimental Cars, 
without which our knowledge of Rolls- 
Royce development cars would be very 
sketchy indeed. 

lan‘s talk, illustrated by archival slides, 


Lloyd Missen (N.S.W.) sent this shot of Fred Haughtey (Qid.) driving 1952 Silver Dawn SFC 138, 


now owned by Lloyd but once owned by Fred. Clearly Fred is enjoying renewing the acquaint- 
ance! See also A Silver Dawn in Papua New Guinea in P.4-99, p.3404. 


turned out to be quite the best | have ever 
had the pleasure of hearing in my 33 years 
in this Club, providing the kinds of insights 
that could only ever come from a Com- 
pany ‘insider’. As a long serving board 
member of the Rolls-Royce Enthusiasts’ 
Club he was also able to provide a clear 
picture of the workings of that Club and of 
the Sir Henry Royce Memorial Foundation, 
the two organisations that share occup- 
ancy of the Hunt House in England. 

In his retirement lan is writing a book 
that will shed much new light on the unfor- 
tunate recent history of Rolls-Royce Motor 


1969 Silver Shadow (SRH5312), with Viscount caravan, beside the Snowy River. Owners Dennis 
& Ann Morris (W.A.) recently completed a 34,000 km. tour around Australia with this handsome 
combination. See LETTERS this issue. 


Cars Ltd. | for one eagerly await its publi- 
cation. 


Engines are Kestrels 


David Axe (N.S.W.) has written to iden- 
tify the engines seen in the photo on 
p.3417 in our last issue: “The engine shown 
appears to be a V- 12 ‘Kestrel’, developed 
as the ‘F’ engine and first flown in 1927. 
Maximum power 550 h.p. @ 2,700 rpm @ 
12,000 feet. Obsolete by World War Il but 
used at least until 1941”. Thank you, David. 


Chassis Plate 


The modus operandi of producing 
Chassis Plate, our excellent register of 
Club members and their motor cars, per- 
haps needs to be clarified for the benefit 
of the membership. 

The names, addresses and car details 
published in Chassis Plate are no less 
accurate and up to date as the inform- 
ation provided on computer disc by the 
individual Branches. 

if your details are out of date or missing 
from Chassis Plate, please notify your 
Branch Secretary or Branch Registrar so 
that a correct entry will appear in the next 
edition. 


2004 — a disappointment 


| promised to keep readers abreast of 
developments in the planning of the 
world-wide 2004 centennial celebrations. 
The responses to the world-wide survey 
conducted during 1997/98 indicated that 
nearly 50% of respondents were interested 
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in the planned luncheon at the Midland 
Hotel in Manchester, to celebrate the first 
meeting of C.S. Rolls and F.H. Royce in the 
same place precisely 100 years later, on 
May 4th 2004. The only events to attract 
higher responses were the R.R.E.C. Annual 
Rally and the world-wide May 4th 
celebrations for those unable to make it to 
the Midland Hotel. 

The Midland Hotel luncheon was billed 
as being organised by the R.R.E.C., and 
the material distributed to the various 
clubs by the 2004 co-ordinators indicated 
that in November 1995 a reservation had 
been made for the 650 seat Alexandra 
Room at the Midland on behalf of tne 
combined Owners’ Clubs. 

However, we have now been in- 
formed by Peter Baines, General Sec- 
retary of the R.R.E.C., that in fact the 
Midland has been booked by Rolls-Royce 
Plc (he aero engine company of Derby). 
Peter writes that “with their engines used 
by 250 airlines, 20 Navies and umpteen Air 
Forces, their guest list will be quite long”. In 
fact, it looks as though we car people. for 
whom the event is of far greater sig- 
nificance, may not get a look in. At this 
stage it appears that the Rolls-Royce 
event of a lifetime has been been hijack- 
ed out from under our collective noses. 
Whilst | would not seek to point to any 
organisation, much less individual(s), it 
appears that our movement as a whole 
has been caught napping. 

Peter suggests that we may have to 
organise an alternative function. How- 
ever, it is difficult to see how such a func- 
tion, whether it be in the wrong place at 
the right time, or in the right place at the 
wrong time, could be a completely satis- 
factory substitute for what had originally 
been planned and announced. 

Needless to say, this is a profoundly 
disappointing development. 


Curiouser and curiouser 


At the end of 2002 the licence to use 
the Rolls-Royce brand on cars, but not 
ownership of the actual company, passes 
to BMW. This is an important distinction 
and is definitely not the same thing as 
BMW owning Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd 
—acommon misconception. 

Under the terms of the agreement 
reached last year by the various parties, in 
essence future “Rolls-Royce” cars will be 
designed and built by a company that 
has never done so before, which will have 
no access to existing Rolls-Royce motor 
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This is the one-off Pininfarina Bentley T Series (CBH4033) that was built in 1968 for James Hanson 
(later Lord Hanson). In more recent times T2 bumpers and Corniche wheel discs have replaced 
the original chrome Pininfarina bumpers and special wheel trims. Steve Stuckey (A.C.T.) took 


the photo at this year’s R.R.E.C. Annual Rally. 


car design, technology or engineering, 
and which has no connection to Rolls- 
Royce history other than as a supplier of 
technology such as the engines for the 
Silver Seraph. These future cars — very 
good though they will probably be — will 
therefore lack any Rolls-Royce prov- 
enance or historical continuity. If it can be 
bandied about between owners (or lic- 
encees), with each putting its own 
interpretation on it, the Rolls-Royce - 
marque appears in danger of becoming 
just another brand. 

The R.R.E.C. has informed us that the 
Hunt House has seen a number of visits by 
BMW’s “Rolls-Royce project group”, which 
is apparently planning the “Rolls-Royce” 
cars projected for introduction in 2003. 
Also, the Project’s head, Herr Karl-Heinz 
Kalbfell, has appeared at several R.R.E.C. 


events to view the cars brought along by 
members, It would be astonishing if BMW 
seriously believes that if its people soak up 
sufficient Rolls-Royce lore and history it will 
somehow rub off on their proposed “Rolls- 
Royce” car! 

Some Rolls-Royce enthusiasts still seem 
unclear as to precisely what is happening, 
and try to draw comparisons with various 
events in the marque’s past in a brave 
attempt to feel better about its future. 
Many others, recognising that in fact noth- 
ing remotely resembling this has ever hap- 
pened before, are sufficiently realistic to 
have simply ‘closed the book’ on Rolls- 
Royce motor car history. Never before has 
a licence to expioit the Rolls-Royce name 
and trademarks on a motor car ever: 

a. been sold, or 
b. passed to any company other than the 


Darren Overend (Vic.) sent this photo of... well, a small leather case inscribed ‘Rolls-Royce Lta’, 
containing five dice, each with the Rolls-Royce logo on one face and playing card designs on 


the others. Can any member suggest the purpose of this very attractive little Rolls-Royce artifact? 


direct successor of the old Car Division of 
Rolls-Royce Ltd. 

Until last year’s debacle it would have 
been utterly unthinkable for the company 
that has always designed and built Rolis- 
Royce cars to actually lose the rights to do 
so! The fact that an agreement has been 
made for all of these things to happen 
should be cause for serious concern to 
lovers of the marque. | still see no reason 
to disagree with the published view of 
former Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd Chief 
Executive, Graham Morris (who resigned 
because of it) that this is “very bizarre”. 

These are the cold, hard facts. 
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Rolls-Royce V-8 better and cleaner 


When BMW engines were adopted for 
the Silver Seraph and Bentley Arnage we 
were told by the then company at Crewe 
that there had been no choice because, 
we were assured, the old Rolls-Royce V-8 
would soon run out of emissions approval 
and could not be made to comply. 

Now we learn that the Rolls-Royce V-8 
now fitted to the Arnage in its latest ‘Red 
Label’ guise is not only significantly super- 
iorto the BMW engine in performance, but 
it is also ‘cleaner’! It comes with the 4- 
speed G.M. transmission as fitted to the 
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old Turbo R and other recent models. 
The more | hear about it, the more it 
sounds like a great car. 


The Press gets it wrong yet again 
In this issue you will find an amusing 
tongue-in-cheek article by Roger 
Thiedeman satirising the inability of the 
daily press to master even the most basic 
facts on the subject of Rolls-Royce. 
Despite the calamity still unfolding 
around our two marques, it was felt that 
perhaps PRAECLARUM did need to 
‘lighten up’ a bit! 
Martin Bennett 


FROM the FEDERAL PRESIDENT 


New South Wales Adventure 


Fiona and | had great pleasure in ac- 
cepting an invitation from Tony Ward, 
President of the N.S.W. Branch to attend 
the Annual Concours d’Elegance of the 
Branch held at the picturesque Vauciuse 
Park on Sunday, 7th November. 

Prior to the Concours we were guests 
of honour at a dinner organised by the 
Federal Treasurer, Bryan Inder, and at- 
tended by some 80 New South Wales 
members and friends. At these two events 
we were able to catch up with our many 
New South Wales friends and acquaint 
ourselves with newer members whom we 
hadn‘t met before. 

The hospitality was only matched by 
the magnificence of the Concours and 
the high quality of cars entered. | was 
fortunate to be asked to assist by judging 
a Corniche and a 20 h.p. in their respec- 
tive Classes. It is wonderful to see the 
progress that David Davis is achieving in 
the continuing restoration of his very early 
20h.p. (41G1). Similarly, the high standard 
of Corniche restoration took my attention. 

The trip up from Melbourne in our 20 
h.p. Skiff was not without adventure. After 
a somewhat troublesome 15 hour drive, 
we arrived in Sydney about 9.30 p.m. in 
torrential rain, hood ensconced under the 
front seat. 

We hadn't given the 20h.p. much work 
since the trip to Ireland with the result that 
the radiator had become somewhat 
restricted and needed a good flush by the 
time we arrived in Sydney. Constant high 
engine temperature meant the trip was 
slow with frequent stops for topping up 
with water. 

A failure of the electrical charging sys- 


tem just out of Euroa resulted in battery 
power being substantially diminished by 
Sydney with headlamps and wipers being 
a luxury we could only afford in short 
bursts. Bryan Inder was guiding us through 
some hectic Sydney traffic by mobile 
phone with Fiona showing great com- 
posure in the circumstances. 

Following the Concours activities we 
toured down to Batemans Bay and the 
Bowral area with fellow enthusiasts at- 
tending the Bong Bong Picnic Races on 
the following Wednesday, By then we had 
reverse flushed engine and radiator and 
Skiff was running much more happily. Ad- 
justment of carburetter jets en route had 
also restored power and we were able to 
return to Melbourne in 10 hours. Constant 
rain except for Concours day resulted in 
the hood being erected, much to Fiona’s 
delight. 


Victoria Branch Club Shop 


This Christmas edition of PRAECLARUM 
incorporates a colour brochure of the 
Club Shop of our Victoria Branch. No in- 
considerable effort and expense is com- 
mitted to this high quality production and 
the Victoria Branch Committee is hopeful 
that orders flow for the expanded range 
of product priced very competitively in 
comparison with the ranges available 
from our sister clubs in the U.S. and U.K. 
Please take some time to study the 
brochure and think of the possibility of 
ordering as Christmas presents for loved 
ones. 


PRAECLARUM Expansion? 


With the number of comments | am 
hearing on the world class quality of 


recent issues of PRAECLARUM, our con- 
gratulations must be extended to Editor, 
Martin Bennett. Our sister clubs in the U.S. 
and U.K. together comprise nearly 20,000 
members, and many owners and en- 
thusiasts of the Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
marques around the world do not belong 
to any of the clubs. Thoughts have been 
expressed that many of these enthusiasts 
would jump at the opportunity to pur- 
chase special editions of PRAECLARUM 
specially prepared and published for this 
purpose. The advertising such editions 
would attract would be of assistance in 
reducing the cost of the general issues to 
our members. | think the proposal has 
merit and | am sure our Editor would wel- 
come members’ thoughts on this 
proposal. 


Christmas wishes 

As this will definitely be the final issue 
before Christmas, Fiona and | extend our 
very best wishes for a happy and safe 
Christmas and a prosperous 2000. 


Happy motoring. 
George Forbes 
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The 
Sir Henry Royce 
Foundation 
‘Archive’ 


opening 


By Marilyn Stokes, Editor, 


Victoria Branch Newsletter 


The launch of the Sir Henry Royce 
Foundation Australia ‘Archive’ was a 
most auspicious occasion attended by 
a large number of enthusiastic 
members. It was held at the Fox Classic 
Car Museum in Melbourne, where the 
‘Archive’ is located. 

This historic event was most capab- 
ly organised by Diana Jones with the 
help of a number of people, notably 
Brian Tanti, Manager of the Fox 
Museum, The Foundation is indebted 
to Mr Lindsay Fox, who very kindly 
offered the use of the premises to the 
Foundation. 

Everyone was welcomed on the eve- 
ning by Diana Jones and Jenny 
Wickham, David Jones’s Personal 
Assistant. We were supplied with a 
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FOUNDATION CORNER 


E 


Left to right, standing: David Vann (Q!d., Trustee), Martin Bennett (A.C. T. Advisor), Mark Babidge 
(W.A. Advisor), Fred Haughtey (Qid. Advisor), Jim Kelso (N.S.W., Trustee), Malcolm Johns 
(N.S.W., Trustee). Foreground : David Jones (Vic., Chairman and Trustee), Gilbert Ralph (Vic. 


Advisor). Photo by Russell J. Rolls (Vic.). 


name badge and a ‘goody bag’ contain- 
ing various items donated by Tatt- 
ersalls and a box of chocolates kindly 
organised by our ‘sweety man’, Bill 
Allsep, who knows someone influencial 
at Cadbury. Everyone appreciated this. 

We were also offered drinks and 
finger food while we mingled. We then 
moved upstairs to the ‘Archive’ where 
the official part of the evening com- 
menced. Bytecraft Lighting had prof- 
essionally lit the upstairs part of the 


Left to right: Jean Vann (Qid.), Wanda Haughtey (Qid.), Diana Jones (Vic.), Malcolm Johns 
(N.S.W., Trustee), lan Dunn (A.C.T., immediate Past Federal President), Kim Stapleton (N.S.W., 
Federal Secretary). 


Museum, and it looked marvellous. 
Various items that had been donated 
to the Foundation were on display, in- 
cluding three Royce electric motors. 
David Jones told us of their acquis- 
ition: 

David was ‘phoned by Wally Vears 
early one morning in mid-1998 to in- 
form him that the three Royce motors 
and the crane that they powered were 
about to be scrapped in the demolition 
of the premises of Marfleet & Weight 
Ltd in Abbotsford. David then ‘phoned 
Gilbert Ralph and the three of them 
rushed to the building to try to save the 
motors and crane. At first the demol- 
ition company was not the slightest bit 
interested but David, with his master- 
ful and creative negotiating skills, 
eventually managed to persuade the 
man in charge that $600 might be 
enough to save the items in question. 
Three Royce electric motors were 
saved: a 15 h.p. hoist motor (on dis- 
play), a 3 h.p. traverse winch motor, 
and a 5 h.p. gantry travel motor. Also 
saved was a large brass Royce maker's 
plate from the 60 foot gantry. Lachlan 
Ely managed to secure a switchgear 
cabinet as well, and David is hoping 
that he might leave it to the Found- 
ation! 

Also on display (on permanent loan 
from Museum Victoria) are three Rolls- 


3448 


right of the picture. 


Royce aero engines — a Merlin, an 
Eagle, and a Derwent jet engine. Many 
thanks to Ruth Leveson, Head of the 
History and Technology Collection, for 
organising this. On one of the walls is 
a framed coachbuilder’s blueprint of a 
Phantom body. 

There were various cars on display 
on the night that are Fox Museum 
exhibits. These included a 1934 
Bentley 31% Litre Vanden Plas sports 
tourer. According to the information 
displayed it was “originally sent as a 
sport demonstrator to compete in the 
Indian trials. In 1936 it was sold to 
Briggs Cunningham and shipped on 
the Queen Mary to New York. It 


returned to England and was sold to 
John Laws in 1970. The vehicle was 
part of the John Laws Collection until 
1978 when Kerry Manolas purchased 
it. The car was purchased by the Fox 
Family Foundation in 1985 and is now 
part of the Museum taking pride of 
place as the oldest Bentley in the 
Collection”. 

Another interesting car on display 
was a 1980 Rolls-Royce Camargue 
Turbo, an Experimental prototype 
numbered DZ6. According to the 
details displayed “this Rolls-Royce was 
the second of two concept cars styled 
by Pina (sic) Farina of Turin and first 
made its appearance in the early 1980s 


One of the Royce electric motors saved for the Foundation from a Melbourne demolition site by 
vigilant Club members. Two others are being restored for eventual display at the Archive. Photo 
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for experimental and training pur- 
poses. All of the features of the Silver 
Shadow 2 (sic) were built into the 
Camargue. This particular car is the 
only example of its kind in the world. 
The DZS car was damaged beyond 
repair in a car crash in 1983. The 
vehicle features a turbo powered 
engine and typically for a prototype the 
interior trim has a number of shades to 
provide a visual example of the most 
appropriate colours”. 

There were several other Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley car on display in- 
cluding a stunning 1913 40/50 h.p. 
chassis (2317) belonging to Paul 
Creighton, a pilot with Cathay Pacific 
who lives in Hong Kong. It is painted a 
most unusual but very pleasant colour, 
a dusky pink. It certainly provided a 
great deal of interest. Thanks to Nick 
Simms who organised its presence. 
Also thanks to Shannons who organ- 
ised the insurance. 

Around the room were various 
boards detailing aspects of Rolls-Royce 
history, including the formation of the 
Foundation. 

The evening started with a speech by 
David Vann, from Queensland, who is 
Secretary of the Foundation. Following 
David, Ian Dunn from Canberra gave a 
speech as immediate Past Federal 
President in the absence of current 
Federal President George Forbes. 

Finally David Jones, Chairman of 
the Foundation, gave his speech, 
thanking everyone involved in the 
Foundation, his fellow Trustees, the 
Advisors, the Club members who have 
donated material, people who have 
helped with administration such as 
Jenny Wickham and Brian Tanti both 
of whom have been extremely helpful. 
He read out the messages from over- 
seas and informed us that Polly Vacher 
(U.K.) is in training for a solo flight 
around the world! Husband Peter is 
going to meet her at each airport. Good 
luck to her! He also told us that 
Malcolm Johns is Australia’s newest 
grandfather with the birth of a boy, 
Matthew William Wedlock, to his 
daughter Prue and her husband, Tim 
Wedlock. 

David also detailed the various ex- 
hibits and mentioned that the Found- 
ation needed bust of C.S. Rolls and F.H. 
Royce, display cases for memorabilia, 
books, sales brochures, newsletters, 
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etc. He told us that the history of the 
Club is being written and is almost 
finished, and that the book by Tom 
Clarke and David Neely, Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley in the Sunburnt Country, 
had to date sold 332 copies with profits 
going to the Foundation. 

After the speeches people mingled, 
viewed the exhibits and enjoyed the 
food and drinks available. 

The gathering together of the history 
of Rolls-Royce in Australia has started 
with the opening of this Archive, for the 
benefit of Rolls-Royce and Bentley en- 
thusiasts both in this country and 
overseas. 

There were many inter-state people 
present, including (in alphabetical 
order): 

Mark & Merilyn Babidge, Mark being 
the Foundation Adviser from the W.A. 
Branch; 

Martin Bennett, Foundation Adviser 
from the A.C.T. Branch, PRAECLARUM 
Editor and A.C.T. Branch President; 
Ian Dunn, A.C.T. Branch, Ian was 
Federal President at the time of the 
establishment of the Foundation; 

Fred & Wanda Haughtey, Fred being 
the Queensland Branch President and 
Foundation Advisor; 

David & Judy Heuzenroeder, repre- 
senting the S. A. Branch of which David 
is a Past President; 

Bill & Jacqui Hall, N.S.W. Branch; 
Malcolm Johns, N.S.W. Branch, 
Foundation Trustee; 

Jim & Dorothy Kelso, N.S.W. Branch, 
Foundation Trustee; 

Eric Lang, N.S.W. Branch; 

John & Elizabeth Milverton, N.S.W. 
Branch; 

David & Linda Neely, N.S.W. Branch, 
David being co-author of Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley in the Sunburnt Country, 
published by the Foundation; 

Rory and Ben Poland, S.A. Branch, in 
which Rory has held many positions; 
Kim Stapleton, N.S.W. Branch, Federal 
Secretary; 

David & Jean Vann, Queensland 
Branch, David being Secretary and 
Trustee of the Foundation, and a Past 
Federal President. 


Congratulatory messages 


The President and Committee send 
good luck and best wishes to Chairman 
David Jones and Trustees on the official 
launch of the Archive for Sir Henry 
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Left to right: Jim Kelso (N.S.W., Trustee), Dorothy Kelso (N.S.W.), Diana Jones (Vic.), Jenny 
Wickham (David Jones's P.A.), Malcolm Johns (N.S.W., Trustee), David Jones (Vic, Chairman 
and Trustee), Jean Vann (Qid.), David Vann (Qld., Trustee). 


Royce Foundation in Australia. Peter 
Baines, Rolls-Royce Enthusiasts Club. 


The Sir Henry Royce Memorial Found- 
ation at the Hunt House sends best 
wishes for the opening of your Found- 
ation in Australia. Frank Shaw, Chair- 
man. 


David Jones and Trustees, Sir Henry 
Royce Foundation — great news. A 
Foundation in Australia. The Rolls- 
Royce Owners Club Inc. U.S.A. and our 
Foundation wish you great success in 
catering to Rolls-Royce and Bentley en- 
thusiasts around the world. If we can 


help at any time let us know. Tim 
Younes, Executive Director, R.R.O.C., 
Adrian West, President, Foundation. 


Polly & Peter Vacher send warmest best 
wishes and congratulations upon the 
launch of the Sir Henry Royce Found- 
ation, Australia, on Friday October Ist, 
1999 and wish the Trustees every suc- 
cess in promoting the work of the great 
man (with donation). Polly & Peter 
Vacher, Gilbournes Farm, Drayton, 
Oxfordshire, U.K. 


Photographs by the Author except 
where otherwise acknowledged 


Left to right: Mark Babidge (W.A. Advisor), Martin Bennett (A.C.T. Advisor), Merilyn Babidge 
(W.A.), Linda Neely (N.S.W.), David Neely (N.S.W., co-author, Rolls-Royce and Bentley in the 


Sunburnt Country, published by the Foundation). Photo by Diana Jones. 
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Restoring 20 h.p. switchbox and controls 


By Jim Kelso (N.S.W.) 


Photo 1: the switchbox, radiator shutter contro! quadrant and mixture 
quadrant as removed from the chassis, with the lighting and ignition 


switches removed from the switchbox. 


When I dismantled GRK81 the faces 
of the switchbox, the steering wheel 
control plate, and the radiatoz shutter 
and mixture control quadrants were 
found to be very badly worn and 
chipped, with the lettering all but un- 
intelligible (photo 1). 

I found a company that was willing 


Photo 2: the same components after careful preparation of the surfaces. 
The face of the switchbox was lifted off for this operation, leaving the 


charging socket, starter button and lock in place. 


to take on the re-lettering provided that 
I prepared the surfaces. This I did 
(photo 2) and with some trepidation 
handed over the parts. 

Photo 3 shows how they came back 
(after two months!). Any paint left in the 
lettering had been removed, the faces 
had been painted with two-part epoxy 


paint, and the lettering filled with white 
paint. 

I was very pleased with the result. 
The name of the company is Godfrey 
Engraving of West Ryde in Sydney. a 


Photos by the Author 


Photo 3: the same components again, plus the steering wheel contro! plate, as received back from Godfrey Engraving of 


West Ryde, N.S.W. 
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Re-writing the history books — again! 


Recently, Melbourne’s Herald Sun 
newspaper produced a series of book- 
lets titled Images of the 20th Century — 
12 months premature, in my opinion, 
but that’s another story. Each booklet 
featured a different subject: Sport, 
Fashion, Movies, War, that sort of 
thing, with good pictures predominat- 
ing. There was even one dedicated to 
‘The Car’. Lots of photos of motor cars 
and motoring highlights, including a 
bright yellow Bentley S Series ‘ute’ 
owned by a Victorian cattle farmer. But 
the Herald Sun scaled new heights in 
automotive history when their pub- 
lication revealed that among the 
prominent, big-name carmakers of the 
age were “Frederick Rolls and C.S. 
Royce”. 

Now, just a moment. Hold your hor- 
seless carriages. Before you start snort- 
ing and scoffing at Mr. Murdoch’s 
minions, consider the following tale. 
Exhaustive research on my part has 
confirmed that, indeed, there were two 
men thus named. The story behind the 
automobiles they created is one of the 
best-kept secrets in the annals of 
motoring. 

Frederick Hubert Rolls (his full 
name) was born on the wrong side of 
The Hendre blankets. He was an un- 
official cousin, four times removed, of 
Charles Stewart Rolls, pioneer balloon- 
ist, aviator, motorist and co-founder of 
the Rolls-Royce motor car empire. Un- 
fortunately, the accident of his 
conception saw Fred Rolls never 
acknowledged by the Llangattock fam- 
ily of Monmouthshire. His mother, 
Winifred O’Bentley, had been ascullery 
maid at The Hendre. When her 
‘condition’ was discovered, she was 
given a tinplate handshake and 
banished from the manor forever. 

A few months later, Fred Rolls was 
born in a Welsh slum, not far from a 
colliery. Just another grubby urchin, 
young Fred had for his playground the 
slag heaps of the coal mine. Soon, he 
became intrigued by the machines that 
kept the mines working day and night. 
All those large pulleys and belts, cease- 
lessly spinning and slapping away, 
held a fascination for him and struck a 
chord in the lad’s consciousness. 


By Roger Thiedeman (A.C.T.) 
with tongue firmly in cheek! 


When he reached his teens, Fred 
Rolls — now better known as Hubert — 
got ajob as afitter’s apprentice with the 
colliery. Before long, there was little he 
did not know about the mining 
machinery, and how to keep it working 
in good order. He earned the approb- 
ation of his employers, and within a few 
years was promoted to foreman. 

By the standards of that part of the 
world, Hubert Rolls was now a success. 
He bought himself a Humber motor- 
cycle, and his thoughts often turned to 
the opposite gender. Every evening 
after work, as Hubert rode his Humber 
home, young Maisie Punt would stand 
outside her tenement and coyly wave 
as he ‘put-putted’ past, wreathed in a 
smoky blue haze. They were nice girls, 
the Punts. Maisie’s sister Enid was al- 
ready keeping company with an im- 
poverished university student named 
Eustace Claremont. 

The hardworking Rolls prospered at 
the mine. For motorised transport he 
turned from two wheels to four. Now, 
Maisie Punt waited outside her slum 
dwelling each evening, waving at 
Hubert as he drove by on his new 
French-built Cadeauville quadricycle, 
still wreathed in a smoky blue haze. 
Meanwhile, in another part of Great 
Britain lived a wealthy miller named 
Cedric Sebastian Royce. Not just any 
ordinary miller, but a milling magnate, 
in fact. He owned an entire chain of 
mills, and even presented one to a less 
fortunate, distant relative, James 
Royce. As Cedric Royce’s empire grew 
(his mills were a boon) he forgot all 
about James and the fact that he even 
existed. 

Befitting his status, Cedric Royce 
wanted to purchase a motor car. But 
wary of the new-fangled automobiles, 
he decided to first get one of those little 
quadricycle affairs, so as to learn more 
about the noisy, smoky contraptions 
and their capricious ways. As fate 
would have it, he bought a Cadeauville. 

In late April 1904, Cedric Royce 
decided to tour Wales in his 


Cadeauville. One day, nearing a colliery 
in the gathering dusk, the quadricycle 
suddenly failed to proceed. Standing 
beside his sick machine not knowing 
what to do, Cedric spotted another 
Cadeauville approaching from the 
direction of the colliery. Actually, he 
first heard a raucous mechanical rack- 
et emanating from somewhere within a 
moving cloud of blue smoke. Two 
minutes later Royce discerned the 
vague outline of a quadricycle exactly 
like his. 

Of course — you guessed it — the 
driver of the second Cadeauville was 
none other than Hubert Rolls. Seeing a 
fellow motorist in distress, the affable 
Rolls pulled over and asked if he could 
be of assistance. His kind offer accept- 
ed, Hubert soon had Cedric’s car 
purring —— well, spluttering — again. 

Over a convivial ‘thank you’ drink at 
a local hostelry, Royce learned more 
about Rolls's talent for things mechani- 
cal. He also discovered that Hubert 
Rolls planned to build his own motor 
car, determined to “make a far better 
fist of it than those frog-leg-munching 
poseurs across the Channel”. Instantly 
scenting a business venture, Cedric 
Royce invited Hubert Rolls to lunch 
with him the following week so they 
could discuss a joint proposal for a 
motor manufacturing enterprise. 

The day of the lunch arrived: Wed- 
nesday May 4, 1904. The venue: the 
Midland Hotel, Manchester, near 
Royce’s corporate headquarters. Soon, 
the entrepreneurial pair were enthus- 
iastically planning a range of proper 
motor cars, to be built by Hubert Rolls, 
and marketed using the vast resources 
and acumen of the Royce empire. 

Presently, they noticed three men at 
another table, also engaged in earnest 
discussion. What really attracted the 
attention of Cedric Royce and Hubert 
Rolls was the more-than-passing 
resemblance two of the men bore to one 
of each of themselves. Curious, Royce 
slipped a waiter a ‘fiver’, asking him to 
find out who the men were and what 
they were talking about. 

The waiter returned anon to whisper 
that he thought one of the trio was a Mr 
Edmunds, while the other two were, 


most certainly, the Hon. C.S. Rolls and 
a Mr F.H. Royce. They were discussing 
plans to launch a line of motor cars to 
be named ‘Rolls-Royce’. 

“Bother!” exclaimed Hubert Rolls (or 
earthy epithets to that effect). “That's 
what I was going to call our cars.” 

“Never mind,” soothed Royce, “the 
name ‘Rolls-Royce’ will never catch on. 
Just hasn't got a ‘ring’ to it. Doesn't 
easily ‘roll’ off the tongue. Hal Ha! Sorry 
about the bad pun, old boy. So, let’s call 
our cars ‘Royce-Rolls’, shall we? 
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There’s a good fellow.” 

The rest — as they say in the classics 
— is history. Rolls-Royce rose to 
eminence as The Best Car in the World, 
while the Welsh-born Royce-Rolls 
never quite enjoyed the same cachet or 
success as those fine motor cars from 
Manchester, Derby, Springfield and 
Crewe. 

Indeed, Hubert Rolls and Cedric 
Royce were later compelled to take their 
business off-shore. Across ‘The Pond’ 
to America where their automobiles, 
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made at Summerfield, Massachusetts, 
found favour with members of the 
Mafia. Which explains why, in that 
celebrated MGM movie The Yellow 
Rolls-Royce, when mobster/hitman 
Paolo Maltese (played by George C. 
Scott) is shopping for wheels for his 
fidanzata — the erstwhile nightclub 
hat-check girl Mae Jenkins (Shirley 
MacLaine) — he is heard to snarl those 
immortal lines: “If my loved one wants 
a Royce-Rolls, my loved one gets a 
Royce-Rolls”. of 


Rolls-Royce and Bentley in the Sunburnt Country 


In due course it is hoped to publish 
in PRAECLARUM a consolidated list of 
corrections and improvements from 
the initial comments on the book. All 
contributions gratefully received as 
they say. Meanwhile, two further 
pictures have come to light for 20 h.p. 
enthusiasts. As they were too late for 
the book we can enjoy them here. 


Tom Clarke 


Right: 1924 20 h.p. GH67, a Maddox 
cabriolet modified into a saloon by Martin & 
King, seen here at Government House, 
Canberra, on October 21st, 1929 when Prime 
Minister Stanley Bruce returned his letters of 
commission to the Governor-General, Lord 
Stonehaven. This photo shows that the body 
conversion was carried out early in the car's 
life. National Archives of Australia, kindly 
provided by Steve Stuckey (A.C.T.). 


Left: this is a very early 20 h.p. with Smith & 
Waddington coachwork and later wheels. 
The photo was taken in Sydney in October 
1937, probably for Liberty Motors. In the 
valance the reflection of the 1937 registration 
plate reads **-717. The only car it can be is 
70A2. On p.130 of Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
in the Sunburnt Country it is suggested that 
70A2 as a utility used the cab of the original 
body but this cannot have been the case. The 
Smith & Waddington body has an almost 
brougham-like rear and a very large rear 
window. The radiator shutters have been 
removed. 
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Home James 


By Tom Clarke (U.K.) 


Spare a thought for the Edwardian 
chauffeur. Cars needed to be filled by 
heavy petrol cans, greased daily, and 
decarbonised constantly. The exterior 
had to be immaculate and, without 
vacuum cleaners, the interior had to be 
brushed. Just getting a car ready for 
use was work enough. The chauffeur 
had to be smartly turned out and, if 
delayed by tyre trouble or engine mis- 
fires, he had to take care so as to retain 
his smart appearance. Before the days 
of ‘Swarfega’ it must have tested the 
patience of the chauffeur to change a 
dirty wheel and then open the door 
graciously with a clean hand for milord 
and milady. Returning home was not 
the end of it. The car had to be washed 
including underneath because of the 
dust and other dirt which lay on the 
roads. If he was lucky he had the assis- 
tance of a ‘groom’ equivalent. And all of 
this after an arduous drive, usually in 
freezing weather in the open front of a 
formal car. What kept them going I 
wonder. Outdoing fellow chauffeurs, 
perhaps, if your employer had the 
finest car. Or chasing chambermaids 
when staying below stairs during your 
employer’s stay at an aristocratic 
house. 

A typical chauffeur was George Clif- 
ford Godwin whose full set of motor 
documents I was delighted to find 
recently. Born inJuly 1882 he obtained 
his licence on July 26th, 1905. It ran 
for one year and provided eight pages 
for endorsements! Godwin used the 
pages to record petrol purchases at 
1s 4d per gallon. He was working for 
R.A. Workman of St. John’s Wood, 
London, and Bridport, Dorset. In 1906 
he obtained a French driving licence for 
a journey there. By the middle of 1911 
he was driving Workman's 1911 Silver 
Ghost 1549, a superb Cockshoot land- 
aulette. Proud as Punch, Godwin had 
postcards made showing himself 
posing in front of the car new on June 
23rd (above). 


The 1911 Silver Ghost Cockshoot landaulette (1549) which chauffeur George Godwin drove 
1911-13. Godwin is seen with the car at Holmwood Common, Surrey, on June 23rd, 1911, 
dressed in leggings, gloves and waterproof coat in the middle of summer. Chauffeurs either 
froze or boiled! 


In August 1913 he began driving for 
Mrs V.G. Loyd of East Croydon in a 
1913 Silver Ghost Barker landaulette, 
2482. His certificate of merit from 
Rolls-Royce Ltd recorded 25,100 
miles between 1913 and June 1919 
although the last two years of the 
war were excluded. This was be- 
cause Godwin joined the Royal 
Naval Air Service as a fitter in March 
1917 {and with the R.A.F. from 
April 1918) until returning to his 
employer in February 1919. More 
travel must have been planned 
because his 1932 International 
Permit survived. In Worid War II 
he again volunteered, this time 
in the National Fire Service, 
when living in Huntingdon. And 
thus the sunset of motoring life 
in service. i 
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Right: George Godwin’s 
certificate of merit from 
Rolls-Royce Ltd for his care 
of Silver Ghost 2482. 


3454 


PRAECLARVM 


In a quintessential Tasmanian scene, cars of the Tasmanian Discovery Tour lined up before the ruins at the Port Arthur Historic Site. Cars are not 
normally allowed here, and this photograph was only made possible by very special arrangement. 


The Tasmanian Discovery Tour 


September 11th - 30th, 1999 


By Donald Eve (N.S.W.) 


This long Australian tour, covering 
just under three weeks and 2,500 miles 
(4,000 kin.) for New South Wales mem- 
bers (and a lot longer for those from 
Queensland and South Australia), had 
a National Tour flavour — all states 
being represented. It is significant that 
there were so many Branch committee 
members from N.S.W., Victoria, 
Queensland and Western Australia 
among the 44 participants in 15 Rolls- 
Royce and five Bentley cars. The huge 
success of this Tour was entirely due to 
Allan and Beverley Simpson (N.S.W.) 
who put in an unimaginable amount of 
thought, travelling and literally months 
of planning and fine-tuning to bring 
about a hiccup-free 20 days of touring 
time, many meals and much accom- 
modation. Even an unexpected break- 
down of the Spirit of Tasmania for our 
southerly passage across Bass Strait 
did not faze them. Alternative sea 


transport with Brambles Shipping for 
our cars, and three separate flights 
from Tullamarine to Wynyard, were 
quickly and quietly set up. All in all, a 
managerial and business achievement 
to possibly warrant the title of having 
organised the Australian ‘Tour of the 
Century’! 

The total coordination, itinerary 


The ingeniously designed Tour car badge. 


publication, maps and intermediary- 
touring information ran into 204 
pages. Allan and Beverley would be the 
first to generously acknowledge the 
input afforded them by Eric Lang in 
N.S.W., Theo & Edith Nelson in Vic- 
toria, Bob Boscoe and his daughter 
Gillian and her husband, Tony Last, in 
northern Tasmania, and Ivan & 
Deirdre Pearson for their personal 
hospitality and knowledge of Hobart 
and its environs. Our admiration and 
sincere thanks for a delightful ex- 
perience go to them all. 

To describe everything that we did, 
saw and consumed would produce a 
book. We noted historic homes and 
antique shops (which were in abund- 
ance), but the highlights and amusing 
incidents which we enjoyed together as 
a group will be remembered the long- 
est. 

Starting from Sydney's National 
Trust Headquarters alongside the Old 
Observatory at The Rocks, the follow- 
ing people commenced the tour on the 
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1934 Phantom II 
1936 314 Litre 
1949 Mk VI 

1951 Mk VI 

1951 Silver Dawn 
1953 R-type 

1954 R-type’ 

1956 Silver Cloud 
1960 Silver Cloud II 


80SK 
B219FC 
B290EY 
Bi85MB 
SDB124 
B152TN 
B168UM 
SYB244 
LCB56 
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Tasmanian Discovery Tour 
Cars and people 


Arthur Mulliner limousine 
Park Ward drophead coupé 
saloon 
saloon 
saloon 
James Young saloon 
saloon 
saloon 


John & Sofija Virgo (S.A.) 

Ted & Patricia Hauser (Vic.) 

Tony Ward (N.S.W.) 

Tony & Gillian Last (Tas.) 

Theo & Edith Nelson (Vic.) 

Donald & Priscilla Eve (N.S.W.) 
Ralph & Janette Thomas (S.A.) 
David & Pamela Rose (N.S.W.) 
Allan & Beverley Simpson (N.S.W.) 


SAE413 
SGT203 
SRH13167 
SRH16549 
SRH16864 
SRH17903 
SRH20372 
SRH25267 
LRH32854 
ASG15800 
ASJ21744 


1962 Silver Cloud II 
1964 Silver Cloud It! 
1972 Silver Shadow 
1973 Silver Shadow 
1973 Silver Shadow 
1974 Silver Shadow 
1975 Silver Shadow 
1976 Silver Shadow 
1978 Silver Wraith II 
1986 Silver Spirit 

1987 Silver Spirit 


morning of September 11th, 1999 with 
much tooting and flag-waving from the 
many N.S.W. Branch members who 
had come to see us off and to wish us 
good luck: N.S.W. Branch President 
Tony Ward (1949 Mark V1), Donald and 
Priscilla Eve (1953 R-type), David and 
Pamela Rose (1956 Silver Cloud), Allan 
and Beverley Simpson (1960 Silver 
Cloud II), John and Barbara Gunn, 
with riders Barry and Jennie Gerrett 
(1972 Silver Shadow), John Edwards 
and Margaret Lyon (1973 Silver 
Shadow), Jack and Pat Rodgers (1976 
Silver Shadow) and Dick and Joy 
Donnelley (1986 Silver Spirit). 

A very symbolic radiator grille 
badge, designed by Allan Simpson, was 
issued to the owners of each participat- 
ing motor car, prior to the commence- 
ment of the event. The badge depicts a 
map in the shape of the Island State of 
Tasmania, coloured green, with the 
route of the tour shown as a series of 
dots in relief. As Tasmania is referred 
to as the ‘Apple Isle’, this green map is 
superimposed on a red apple with a 
‘flying lady’ representing the stalk at 
the top and the whole badge has a royal 
blue circular border which brings to 


Long wheelbase saloon with division 
saloon 
saloon 
saloon 
saloon 
saloon 
saloon 
saloon 
saloon 
Long wheelbase saloon 
saloon 
saloon 


Ray, Peter, Pauline Zeffert (S.A.) 
Bas Renolds & Meg Andrews (W.A.) 
John & Barbara Gunn (N.S.W.) 
John Edwards & Margaret Lyon (N.S.W.) 
Wallace & Kerry Moorhouse (Qld.) 
Tony Lee (Qld.) 

Ivan & Dierdre Pearson (Tas.) 

Jack & Pat Rodgers (Qld.) 

Bob Boscoe (Tas.) 

Dick & Joy Donnelley (N.S.W.) 

John Wolstenholme 


& Lynne McEnery (Qld.) 
Riders: Barry & Jennie Garrett (N.S.W.), Graham & Wendy Lee (S.A.), Geoff & Angela Halsey (S.A.). 


mind the island being surrounded by 
the sea. Quite an attractive addition to 
one’s badge bar! 

Mention must be made regarding 
the good serviceability of our cars. TK 


Motors of Brookvale (in Sydney) kindly 
put together a package of consumable 
spare parts comprising such items as 
electric fuel pumps, belts and hoses, 
but none of these were required due not 


Tour cars at ‘Riversdale’, Goulburn, N.S.W. From left to right they are: SYB244 (David & Pamela 
Rose, N.S.W.), SRH25267 (Jack & Pat Rodgers, Qid.), SBH1563 (Martin Bennett, not on the 
Tour), B290EY (Tony Ward, N.S.W.), ASG 15800 (Dick & Joy Donnelley, N.S.W.), SRH16549 (John 
Edwards & Margaret Lyon, N.S.W.), 8152TN (Donald & Priscilla Eve, N.S.W.), LCB56 (Allan & 
Beverley Simpson, N.S.W., with bonnet open awaiting an exchange generator to be fitted by John 


Vawser). Photo by the Editor. 


ake 


1953 Bentley R-type (B152TN), James Young saloon, owned by Donald & Priscilla Eve (N.S.W.). 
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This coachbuilder sometimes reduced the height of the Bentley radiator shell, as seen here, or 
mounted it further forward than standard to give a long-bonneted look. Photo by the Editor. 


F Poe erga Be 


eoeabe 


our leaders Allan & Beverley Sim 


jpson's Silver Cloud | 
shows the longer rear door and addition window or ‘light’ aft of the rear door that distinguished 
the long wheelbase saloon. This example is fitted with an electric division. Photo by the Editor. 


The Tour cars from the mainland after being safely unloaded from the Brambles cargo vessel 
at Burnie, Tasmania. This was ‘Plan B’ — due to Spirit of Tasmania having ‘failed to proceed’. 
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only to the cars themselves, but also to 
the meticulous preparation by their 
custodians. 

Nevertheless, there were some rela- 
tively minor problems. The first of these 
occurred when both the generator and 
voltage regulator in the Simpson's long 
wheelbase Silver Cloud II malfunc- 
tioned very soon after leaving the com- 
mencement point. Fortunately, the 
ever-resourceful John Vawser (a Syd- 
ney-based Rolls-Royce & Bentley 
specialist) had spares of both items and 
he obligingly made a ‘mercy dash’ from 
Sydney to Goulburn to carry out a 
changeover of the faulty components at 
‘Riversdale’, the 1840 National Trust 
house that was our first luncheon 
venue. It was there that our 
PRAECLARUM Editor and A.C.T. 
Branch President, Martin Bennett 
came along to greet us and to wish us 
well. 

Our first night was spent in Wagga 
Wagga, the largest inland city in New 
South Wales. The following day we 
entered the state of Victoria where we 
lunched in the township of Wahgunyah 
at the All Saints Estate Winery before 
going on to arrive late in the afternoon 
in Shepparton, our second overnight 
stop. There we were joined by 
Queenslanders Tony Lee in his ex-Lord 
Mayor of Sydney 1974 Silver Shadow, 
Wallace and Kerry Moorhouse in their 
1973 Silver Shadow, and John 
Wolstenholme with his sister Lynne 
McEnery in John’s 1987 Silver Spirit 
(the newest car on the tour). 

The next day, Monday the 13th, saw 
us leave Shepparton reasonably early 
in the morning in order to get the cars 
to the Brambles Shipping terminal at 
Port Melbourne for loading, which was 
required to be carried out before 12 
noon. (As previously mentioned, ship- 
ping the cars via Brambles Shipping 
was an alternative implemented at very 
short notice owing to the unexpected 
breakdown of the regular overnight 
ferry, the Spirit of Tasmania). Arriving 
at the wharf, we were joined by the 
remaining tour mainland participants 
and their cars: John & Sofija Virgo 
(1934 Phantom II - the oldest car on the 
tour), Ted and Patricia Hauser (1936 
Bentley 3% Litre), Victoria Branch 
President Theo Nelson and his wife, 
Edith (1951 Silver Dawn), Ralph & 
Janette Thomas (R-type), Ray Zeffert, 
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together with his brother Peter and 
mother Pauline (1962 Silver Cloud IJ), 
and Bas Renolds and Meg Andrews, 
together with riders Geoff & Angela 
Halsey (1964 Silver Cloud III). 

As the cars were being prepared to 
be driven on board the transporting 
ship sporting large bright green 
PRIORITY labels under the wipers, our 
Federal President George Forbes and 
his wife Fiona arrived at the wharf to 
ensure that everything was proceeding 
smoothly. Unfortunately, that wasn’t 
exactly happening! Upon needing to 
open the boot of their Silver Cloud II to 
retrieve luggage that contained all their 
clothing and personal effects, including 
the mountain of paperwork that was 
very necessary to ensure the tour's 
continuance, Allan & Beverley Simp- 
son found that it could not be un- 
latched. {It was later discovered that 
the cause was a hanging suit-bag that 
had been placed on top of other luggage 
had been pushed down as the boot lid 
was closed. Consequently, a corner of 
the bag became firmly wedged between 
the boot lid lining and the metal spare 
wheel cover and the compression of the 
bag between the panels rendered it 
impossible for the latches to release.) 

The situation became desperate as 
the 12-noon deadline for the cars to be 
loaded fast approached, and despite 
many pairs of hands from various help- 
ers carefully pushing down on the boot 
lid in an attempt to ease the pressure 
on the latch, it would not budge. 

While all this was happening, 
another drama was unfolding in the 
ladies’ rest room, only about 30 metres 
away on the dock. Upon wishing to 
leave the facility, Kerry Moorhouse 
(Qld.) was sufficiently unfortunate to 
have the lock on the inside of the door 
fall apart, rendering the door unable to 
be opened and very effectively jamming 
her in! With all the nearby ambient 
noise of heavy machinery, her frantic 
hammering with fists was to no avail. 
Finally, Dick Donnelley (N.S.W.) heard 
her shouting and the incessant tapping 
of the heel of her shoe and secured her 
thankful release. 

Meanwhile, the non-opening boot of 
LCB56 was becoming a serious matter. 
After a frantic mobile ‘phone call, 
Robert McDermott (of Rolls-Royce & 
Bentley specialists R.A. McDermott & 
Co. in Melbourne) graciously agreed to 
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Some of the Tour contingent of 20 cars in the gravel driveway of ‘Home Hill’, Devonport, on th 


first morning on Tasmanian soil. ‘Home Hill’ was the home of Joseph Lyons CH and his wife 
Dame Edith Lyons GBE. Joe Lyons, as he was known, was Prime Minister of Australia just prior 


to World War II. 


expeditiously attend the scene and pro- 
vide his Silver Cloud boot opening 
expertise. 

About twenty minutes later, Robert 
arrived on the wharf and despite his 
exhaustive attempts to open the boot, 
it was for a long time to no avail. Final- 
ly, he used ajack from a Mk VI that was 
placed supporting the underside of the 
boot. This had the effect of stopping the © 
car oscillating on its rear springs when 
the numerous helpers exerted down- 
wards pressure on the boot lid, while 
Robert simultaneously pulled on the 
handle. Eventually the boot lid popped 


open, undamaged, much to everyone's 
relief, and LCB56 was quickly whisked 
away by the waterside workers to dis- 
appear, last, into the bowels of the 
massive cargo ship. 

The following morning, the main- 
land participants having flown over 
from Melbourne to Wynyard Airport on 
three separate flights, were reunited 
with their cars at the Brambles Ship- 
ping terminal, almost directly opposite 
the motel at Burnie in which we stayed. 
One by one our vehicles were carefully 
driven from within the ship without a 
single blemish. After completing the 


The proprietor of ‘Murray's Scottish Scone Shoppe’, Peter Murray of Beulah (a Scottish earl with 
a seat in the House of Lords) looking resplendent in his Highland dress with Gillian Last (Tas., 
left) and Beverley Simpson (N.S.W.). 
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The stately lines of Allan & Beverley Simpson’s LCB56 compete for attention with ‘The Nut’ at 
Stanley, on Tasmania's north-west coast. This famous landmark is actually a giant 152 metre 
high mound of voicanic rock forming sheer cliffs on three sides. 


paperwork and collecting the cars, we 
then drove the relatively short distance 
to Devonport (where we would have 
disembarked had we travelled on the 
Spirit of Tasmania) and met up with the 
Tasmanian participants; Bob Boscoe 
(1978 Silver Wraith II), Bob’s daughter, 
Gillian, and her husband, Tony Last 
(1951 Mark VI) and Ivan & Deirdre 
Pearson (1975 Silver Shadow). Also, 
Graham & Wendy Lee from S.A., who 
were riders with Tony Lee (Qld.). 
(Graham and Tony are brothers.) 

At last, the contingent was now 
complete and we commenced our tour 
of the Island State, running only about 


an hour and a half behind the planned 
schedule. 

First stop was an inspection of the 
National Trust property, ‘Home Hill’, 
the former residence of Joseph Lyons 
CH, one time Premier of Tasmania who 
later became Prime Minister of 
Australia, and his most talented and 
industrious wife, Dame Enid DBE. It 
was there that Gilllian Last (Tas.) 
thoughtfully presented a little bag of 
goodies from her chocolate shop in 
Devonport to the participants. Follow- 
ing a delicious morning tea in the 
grounds of ‘Home Hill’, it was then on 
to Murray's Scottish Scone Shoppe in 


LCB56 again outside the cottage at the base of ‘The Nut' in Stanley where Joseph Lyons was 
born. As well as being Prime Minister, Lyons was earlier Premier of Tasmanis, and is the only 


person to have held both offices. 
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Sheffield, a town famous for the large 
and brilliant murals that appear on 
many of its buildings. The proprietor 
and Silver Shadow owner, Peter Mur- 
ray of Beulah, a real Scottish Earl with 
a seat in the House of Lords and who 
looked resplendent in his Highland 
dress, greeted us all at the entrance to 
his shop, presenting each of us with a 
parchment scroll giving us the 
‘Freedom of the Town of Sheffield’ 
during our short stay there for lunch. 
Afterwards, we enjoyed a quiet drive 
through countryside that was very 
reminiscent of parts of England with its 
ploughed fields, finally arriving late in 
the afternoon in Burnie where we 
would spend the next two nights. 

The next day saw us exploring the 
north-western region with a drive to 
Boat Harbour, then to Stanley, famous 
for its most prominent feature, The 
Nut, a giant 152 metre-high mound of 
lava which has set hard, with sheer 
cliffs on three sides that drop into the 
water. Also in Stanley is the cottage in 
which Joe Lyons was born. Following 
browsing around this old town for some 
time it was finally on to lunch in nearby 
Smithton at the large Tall Timbers 
Resort, in a huge dining room con- 
structed entirely out of various species 
of magnificent Tasmanian timber. After 
lunch, it was a smart drive in the rain 
back to Burnie for a Chinese banquet 
that evening. 

Back at the motel, the rain having 
temporarily abated, most of us took the 
opportunity before dinner to wash the 
day’s road grime off our cars so they 
would look reasonably pristine for the 
next day’s drive. Looking imposing 
when we ail retired for the night, im- 
agine our dismay when Jack Rodgers 
(who always likes to get going early) 
dropped the bombshell that it had 
rained further during the night and 
every car was covered in a brown 
coloured concoction of what transpired 
to be fine dust particles that, by some 
freak of nature, had been carried 
hundreds — if not thousands — of 
kilometres across to Tasmania from the 
mainland. This dreadful spotty deposit 
of gunk certainly took much more than 
a normal hosing to shift! 

The sixth day of the tour saw us 
leave Burnie and travel south to see one 
of Tasmania’s icons — Cradle Moun- 
tain. Arriving mid-morning at the 
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Cradle Mountain Lodge’s cold and 
drizzly car-park, we quickly found com- 
fort drinking hot coffee, tea or chocolate 
in soft leather chairs before a roaring 
open log fire in the lounge. Shortly 
before 11 o'clock, we boarded two mini 
buses under the guidance of our host, 
Dennis Maxwell. Dennis is the type of 
person who could probably well earn a 
place in the section of Readers Digest 
devoted to ‘the most unforgettable 
character I’ve ever met’! With his 
raucous, amusing, but undeniably 
knowledgable style, Dennis, with his 
anecdotes, guided us through parts of 
the National Park until at last we ar- 
rived at the car parking area, standing 
in the cold, grey windy atmosphere, 
looking across Dove Lake to the slightly 
snow-capped famous Cradle Moun- 
tain. Upon our return to the Lodge, we 
were treated to yet another magnificent 
lunch before setting out for Strahan on 
the wild, West Coast. 

The next mechanical mishap hap- 
pened later that afternoon in Zeehan 
(birthplace of the concert pianist, 
Eileen Joyce), en route to Strahan. Bas 
Renolds’ Silver Cloud Ii refused to 
proceed after it stopped to allow its 
occupants to inspect one of the best 
mining museums in the world. A 
broken-off lug in the starter motor 
solenoid was found to be the cause and, 
fortunately, the local garage owner was 
overjoyed to be able to assist in its 
repair. 

The following morning, Strahan had 
one of its apparent regular electrical 
blackouts that consequently led to 
people having whatever they wished for 
breakfast — as long as it was cold — 
including, of course, coffee and tea! 
Undaunted, our tour members took 
this in their stride and most set out at 
9.00 a.m. on board the Wanderer I for 
a cruise on Macquarie Harbour and the 
Gordon River. Highlights of the day 
were being on the large catamaran as 
it ploughed through a reasonably 
heavy swell to go outside the harbour 
through Hell’s Gate and return and, a 
little later, alighting on the former 
penal settlement of Sarah Island. 
There, we had the services of a young 
lady guide with a great deal of thespian 
ability who, at the conclusion of the 
tour, donned a wetsuit and, by sinking 
graciously under very cold water, 
demonstrated in a most practical man- 
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Tour Guide Dennis Maxwell (in rather mis-shapen hat) leading a party of our Tassie Tourists on 
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a short bush-walk in Cradle Mountain National Park. 


ner where the former shipbuilding slip- 
way finished. We all learnt that Sarah 
Island, a harsh second-offenders’ place 
of punishment, was formed in 1822. 
Using the abundantly plentiful Huon 
Pine (a species of timber unique to 
Tasmania), the convicts built 131 
vessels over a ten year period — the 
largest being a 226-ton brig — under 
the eagle eyed supervision of David Hoy 
who was a free man from Dundee in 
Scotland. Hoy later became the master 
shipwright at the notorious Port 
Arthur. With cold breakfasts still to the 
forefront of our memory, the luncheon 
on Wanderer Il was much appreciated 
by all. 

Returning to the wharf at Strahan 


firming that the water in Dove Lake, in front of 
Cradle Mountain, is icy cold. 


After being out in the somewhat bracing weather, everyone seemed pleased to be back in the 
warmth of the mini-bus in Cradle Mountain National Park. 
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ASH15800 (Dick & Joy Donnelley, N.S.W.) and SYB244 (David & Pamela Rose, N.S.W.) outside 
the famous mining museum in Zeehan on the west coast. 


in steady rain shortly before 3.30 p.m., 
we collected our cars from the grounds 
of the motel and then drove the rela- 
tively short distance of 25 miles (40 
km.) to the mining town of Queenstown 
where it continued to rain ... and rain 
... and rain! However, the high rainfall 
for which this part of Tasmania is 
renowned is helping to regenerate 
shrubs and other greenery on the well 
publicised ‘moonscape’ hills and val- 
leys that surround this rather sad and 
somewhat impoverished community. 
What gardens there were in the out- 
skirts of Queenstown seemed com- 
pletely devoid of plants and colour and 
one got the distinct feeling that there 
were few rich people living there. 


Tour leaders Allan & Beverley Simpson in the 
grounds of the Strahan Motor Inn with the little 
fishing village of Strahan in the background. 


We woke the following day to find 
that the rain had finally stopped, which 
was a good omen for commencing the 
long drive across the State to its capital 
city of Hobart. After climbing incredibly 
twisting roads out of Queenstown, we 
encountered a little sleet at 3,200 feet, 
high up in the mountains that were still 
covered by some after-winter snow. 
Later in the morning, most participants 
called into the (appropriately named) 
Wilderness Hotel at Derwent Bridge to 
clasp hot drinks in cold hands in front 
of a large log fire. 

Two incidents occurred following 
leaving Derwent Bridge; one major and 
the other relatively minor, but which 
could have had disastrous consequen- 
ces. Describing the minor one first; it is 
often said that things happen in threes 
and (yes, you guessed it!) it was once 
again our organisers’ long wheelbase 
Silver Cloud II that suffered. This time 
it was a significantly large bubble that 
had unknowingly developed on the in- 
side wall of its rear left-side Avon 
Turbospeed cross-ply tyre which 
caused the tread to commence separat- 
ing. After experiencing a most un- 
comfortable ride, very typical of a flat 
tyre, Allan and Beverley pulled over to 
the side of the road to assess the situa- 
tion, however due to the bulge in the 
tyre coming to rest in the top of the 
wheel arch, nothing untoward was 
seen. As everything appeared to be 
normal so far as the tyre’s inflation was 
concemed, they continued on towards 
Hobart believing now that it was a miss 
in the engine causing the problem and 
hoping to find a mechanic with 
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workshop facilities open on a Saturday 
afternoon. 

Fortunately, Ivan & Deirdre Pear- 
son, driving in their Silver Shadow be- 
hind the Silver Cloud II on the outskirts 
of Hobart, noticed the faulty tyre and 
alerted them to stop. They did so imme- 
diately and were quite shocked when 
they saw the dangerous condition of 
the tyre — potentially ready to blow out 
at any time — and reflected on the great 
distance they had just travelled over 
mountainous roads. (Perhaps the 
powers of the St Christopher medallion 
in their car had unknowingly been in- 
voked!) The tyre was quickly changed 
at a nearby service station with a resul- 
tant end of the problem. 

The major incident involved John 
Edwards and Margaret Lyon in their 
1973 Silver Shadow. Nearing the 
township of Hamilton, the car unfor- 
tunately parted company with the 
sealed Lyell Highway and plunged 
through a barbed wire fence into a field. 
Luckily, the occupants escaped serious 
injury, although Margaret did have a 
rather sore neck develop afterwards as 
a result of receiving whiplash. The car, 
however, was unable to be driven any 


Hadleys Hotel, Hobart. At the end of a day’s 
run Allan Simpson found a parking spot for 
LCB56 behind the Governor of Tasmania's 
Daimler limousine. His Excellency was inside 
attending an official function. 
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further and its tour of Tasmania as a 
going concern was terminated at that 
point! A tilt-tray salvage truck was 
called which transported the car to a 
holding yard in Hobart, pending arran- 
gements being made for its future jour- 
ney back to Sydney. Fortunately, the 
owners’ insurance policy with the 
NRMA’s Veteran, Vintage and Classic 
Insurance scheme relieved them of all 
worries about the car. John telephoned 
their Sydney office and from that point, 
the NRMA simply and effectively took 
over all future transport arrangements 
under the terms and conditions of their 
excellent policy. Their advertising 
slogan is that they provide H.E.L.P. 
when it’s required and it was never 
more effectively demonstrated that 
they truly live up to their claim than on 
this occasion. Towards the end of our 
tour, the damaged Silver Shadow was 
later taken by another truck to the 
Spirit of Tasmania (by then back in 
service) at Devonport, carefully driven 
on under its own power (following some 
temporary emergency repairs), driven 
off in Melbourne, and then trucked all 
the way back to McMillan Prestige Car 
Repairs in Sydney. In the meantime, 
again under the generous terms of the 
insurance policy, John and Margaret 
had the free use of a rental car for five 
days (with the remaining days at a 
generous rate) which enabled them to 
complete the tour. 

Arriving in Hobart during the after- 
noon of Saturday, September 18th, the 
gracious old Hadleys Hotel, now over 
150 years old and classified by The 
National Trust, with its roaring log fires 
and 16 feet high ceilings (‘olde worlde’ 
splendour indeed!) became our ‘hub’ 
for the following four nights. In order to 
celebrate the approximate halfway 
point of the tour, a semi-formal dinner 
was enjoyed that evening in the delight- 
ful chandelier-lit atmosphere of a 
private function room within the hotel. 

Sunday morning was an absolute 
tour highlight! We were privileged to 
have a personally conducted tour by 
Robert Clifford, the founder and now 
chairman of INCAT, who gave us three 
hours of his valuable time conducting 
us around his ever-expanding ship- 
building yard where it takes just 12 
months to build a 96 metre long ‘wave 
piercer’ catamaran. (Robert is a mem- 
ber of the R.R.O.C.A.'s Victoria Branch 
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1956 Silver Cloud (SYB244) owned by David & Pamela Rose (N.S.W.) in Huonville. 


and owns four pre-war Rolls-Royce 
cars, together with a Bentley Turbo RL 
that is his everyday car!). Our timing 
for this visit to INCAT could not have 
been better, for during the previous 
afternoon they had just launched their 
fifty-eighth vessel built. During our 
most comprehensive guided tour of this 
vessel from the bridge to the engine 
room, we noticed there was no let-up 
by dozens of workmen engaged in doing 
the final fit-out. Some amazing statis- 
tics that were related concerning the 
catamaran: it has a maximum speed of 
48 knots (88 km/h) with a four metre 
‘swell comfort’ factor. Cost, depending 
on the required fit-out, is around $35 
million. Each of the four massive diesel 
engines that produce the ‘water jets’ 
costs about $2 million! It will transport 
about 225 cars and up to 900 pass- 
engers. The standard turn-around time 


in Europe to drive off 200 cars and drive 
on 200 replacements is just 20 
minutes! This is achieved by using 
multi-lanes and doing a 180 degree 
turn up forward. 

We were told that INCAT employs 
998 local people, which includes some 
200 apprentices in all sorts of trades. 
During part of the time that Spirit of 
Tasmania was out of service, it was an 
INCAT catamaran that was loaned from 
New Zealand to save a total collapse of 
holiday traffic between Devonport and 
Melbourne. In July 1998, a 91.3 metre 
long INCAT catamaran with a beam of 
26 metres performed a record Atlantic 
crossing from New York at an average 
speed of over 41 knots, thereby winning 
the coveted ‘Blue Riband of the North 
Atlantic’ award. Their next project is to 
increase the overall length of their ves- 
sels to 120 metres to enable a ‘swell 


1951 Silver Dawn (SDB 124) owned by Theo & Edith Nelson (Vic.) outside the Huon Manor Bistro 
in Huonville where an al fresco lunch had been enjoyed under the sun umbrellas in the 


background, 


Victorians Theo Nelson (Branch President), Edith Nelson, Ted Hauser and Patricia Hauser with 
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the Hauser’s 1936 Bentley 31% Litre (B219FC) at the Oatlands Ex-Servicemen’s Club. 


factor’ of 5 metres to be achieved. This 
will no doubt be another remarkable 
milestone for this Australian company! 

On completion of this outstanding 
visit, Allan Simpson sincerely thanked 
Robert Clifford on our behalf and then 
Robert replied by saying that one day 
he might require help with his Rolls- 
Royces and if we, or any of our friends 
would like to buy a large ocean 
runabout, would they please let him 
know? 

The following day, Monday, Sept- 
ember 20th, was a ‘free day’ — the 
Itinerary leaving it up to each par- 
ticipant to decide what they wanted to 


do. However, the suggested round-trip 
‘Channel Tour’ south from Hobart, 
along the shoreline of the Derwent 
River, the D’Entrecasteaux Channel 
and the Huon River to lunch in Huon- 
ville and return through the beautiful 
Huon Valley proved to be the popular 
choice for which most people opted. On 
the return journey to Hobart, some of 
us climbed (in our cars I must stress) 
the 4,167 feet to the top of majestic 
Mount Wellington where, with blue 
skies and just a few white clouds, the 
panorama to behold of Hobart and 
beyond was breathtaking. Standing be- 
side icy puddles whilst looking out 
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towards the tiny Huon Island in the 
D’Entrecasteaux Channel reminded us 
how the temperature at the top of the 
mountain contrasted sharply with the 
balmy climate experienced just a few 
hours beforehand whilst travelling 
through the serene coastal landscape. 

Early the next morning, N.S.W. 
Branch President Tony Ward did a ‘live 
to air’ interview regarding the Tour with 
the breakfast show presenter on ABC 
tadio, letting listeners know that the 
cars would be on display later that day 
in the midlands township of Oatlands. 
We therefore left Hobart reasonably 
early in order to arrive in Oatlands 
(which has the largest collection of in- 
tact colonial sandstone buildings in 
Australia) at about 10 o'clock. There we 
were immediately offered a copious 
morning tea by the Women’s Auxiliary 
in the local Ex-Servicemen’s and 
Women’s Club where the following 
snippet of conversation was overheard; 
“,..Oh, and I heard Tony Ward on ABC 
Hobart this moming and can’t wait for 
all the cars to arrive!”. 

At precisely 10.45 a.m., we angle- 
parked our fine selection of (by now 
only 19) cars in Catland’s main street 
to assist the townsfolk to raise money 
for their Midlands Area Health Centre, 
and to allow children from the regional 
school an opportunity of inspecting the 
cars, under the supervision of their 
teachers. We were soon greeted by a 
seemingly endless procession of young 


38 members of the Tour group at the Oatlands Ex-Servicemen’s Club where morning tea was taken. 
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people who asked a myriad of questions 
such as, “Will she do a burn-out?” and, 
“How fast does it go, mister?”. One was 
heard to remark, “Gee, they look better 
than new cars!”. As one class of these 
young people left, another appeared 
until there was a slight gap in the 
continuous stream at the end. We then 
learned that the last scheduled class 
was not allowed to leave its Scripture 
lesson “just to look at cars” — so we 
delayed our departure slightly to ac- 
commodate religious fervour! 

Although the weather was rather 
‘crisp’, it was nevertheless a most en- 
joyable morning which seemingly gave 
much pleasure to a multitude of 
people, both the young and ‘older 
persons’ alike. John Virgo graciously 
gave members of the Women's 
Auxiliary a ride around town in his 
magnificent Phantom II while back in 
the main street, the Spirit of Ecstasy on 
John Gunn's Silver Shadow — which is 
wired to complain when handled — 
caused his alarm to forever ‘bleep’! 
Meanwhile, Ted Hauser (who proved 
himself to be a natural Pied Piper with 
the young students — some of whom 
may one day be Bentley purchasers) 
allowed these potential future owners 
to sit in his green 1936 Bentley 314 
Litre drophead coupé and fiddle with 
the switches on his dashboard. As you 
can imagine, every control was played 
with and (naturally) altered. One 
youngster even managed to manipu- 
late the under-dash main/reserve 
manual. fuel tap — which became ap- 
parent soon after leaving! The pleasure 
that a crocodile of little girls (and little 
boys) got, purely by letting each of them 
sit by themselves in the front passenger 
seat with the doors closed for only per- 
haps ten seconds or so, was quite 
touching. One capricious young lady 
had three ‘goes’ before her chaperoning 
teacher insisted upon her class return- 
ing to the school. 

With literally hundreds of little 
sticky finger-marks covering coach- 
work and chrome, we set off in (a rare 
for us) in-line formation through fertile 
countryside to the town of Richmond — 
of Gaol and Bridge fame — for a 
ploughman’s lunch (what else?!) before 
returning to Hobart with its Royal 
Botanical Gardens full of tulips. 


Continued next issue 
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The luxurious rear compartment of Allan & Beverley Simpson's Silver Cloud II long wheelbase 


saloon (LCB56) gets the ‘thumbs up’ sign of approval from boys of a regional school in Oatlands. 


Like the Pied Piper of Hamlyn, Ted Hauser (or is it his 1936 Bentley 3' Litre, B219FC?) has 
attracted a considerable crowd of children from the Oatlands school. They are clearly fascinated 
by the lovely old Park Ward drophead coupé. 


Three fine looking motor cars at the Richmond Arms Hotel, Richmond. From left to right: B290EY 
(Tony Ward, N.S.W.), SAE413 (Ray Zeffert, S.A.), 8168UM (Ralph & Janetie Thomas, S.A.). 
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AIR CEYLON 
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Probably the crowning achievement of Vickers was the magnificent VC 10 jet airliner. With its four Rolls-Royce Conway 


turbofans at the rear, this was arguably the ultimate development of the pre-‘wide body’ jet airliner. This Vickers VC 10 
operated the final international service for Air Ceylon. in a convoluted three-way deal, the aircraft was leased from Guif 
Air (in whose ‘Golden Falcon’ livery it is seen here) by British Airways (BA) who were contracted to operate overseas 
flights on behalf of Air Ceylon using all-BA crews. Photograph: Roger Thiedeman’s collection. 


Vickers — how the mighty have fallen 


By Martin Bennett and 
Roger Thiedeman [(A.C.T.) 


The first manifestation of a link be- 
tween Rolls-Royce and Vickers was the 
front axle forging of the Silver Ghost, 
and probably the earlier models, which 
was made by Vickers. 

Vickers Limited was already a 
renowned armament, engineering and 
shipbuilding company when it estab- 
lished an aviation department in early 
1911. Their first recorded use of Rolls- 
Royce power occurred after 1916 when 
a Mk IV Vee engine from Derby was 
installed in the short-lived Vickers 
F.B.14 fighter/reconnaissance bi- 
plane. In 1919, the association be- 
tween Vickers and Rolls-Royce 
strengthened, courtesy of the Vickers 
Vimy bomber. Powered by two Rolls- 
Royce Eagle 360 h.p. engines, the large 
biplane left its mark on aviation history 
with two records that year. First, when 
John Alcock and Arthur Whitten 
Brown made the first non-stop west-to- 
east crossing of the Atlantic Ocean. 
Then, in November, came the mara- 
thon flight of Australian brothers Ross 
and Keith Smith, with mechanics 
Bennett and Shiers, who became the 
first men to fly from England to 


Australia. 

Over the next several years, Rolls- 
Royce engines were used in Vickers 
aeroplanes, although by no means ex- 
clusively. The aircraft manufacturer 
also favoured powerplants by Napier, 
Beardmore, Hispano-Suiza, Armstrong 
Siddeley and Bristol; especially the lat- 
ter, whose air-cooled radial engines 
had no counterpart in the range of 
Rolls-Royce in-line, water-cooled 
products. 

With a second world war imminent, 
Vickers introduced what became argu- 
ably its most famous military aircraft, 
the Wellington bomber. Designed by 
Barnes Wallis of Dambusters ‘bounc- 
ing bomb’ fame, the Wellington (also 
nicknamed ‘Wimpy’) featured a revolu- 
tionary ‘geodetic’ airframe, noted for its 
strength and light weight. The vast 
majority of Wellingtons were powered 
by Bristol Pegasus or Hercules engines, 
but here too Rolls-Royce would not be 
denied. Some 400 examples of the Type 
406 Wellington B.Mk II were fitted with 
two Rolls-Royce Merlin X engines 
apiece. 

Vickers Limited’s first post-war 
foray into commercial aviation pro- 
duced the Viking twin-engine airliner 
(and Valetta and Varsity military 
variants), derived from the Wellington. 


The entire production run used Bristol 
Hercules sleeve-valve radial engines — 
with one significant exception. In 1948, 
a Vickers Viking was built with two 
Rolls-Royce Nene turbojets for use as a 
flying engine testbed. It was the world’s 
first transport aircraft to fly solely on 
pure-jet power. 

Soon afterwards, the industrial 
giants Rolls-Royce and Vickers col- 
laborated in one of the world’s most 
successful aviation ventures. On 
Vickers’ drawing boards was their Vis- 
count airliner. It was designed around 
four Rolls-Royce Dart turboprops, an 
engine then still in its infancy. The 
Viscount /Dart pairing later became an 
outstanding post-war British aviation 
product, its ruggedness, comfort and 
reliability winning orders all over the 
world, including from the difficult 
American market. 

But before their installation in 
Viscounts, Dart engines had to prove 
themselves in the cut-and-thrust of 
regular airline operations. Echoing the 
Nene Viking experiment, three Douglas 
DC-3 Dakotas were procured — one 
from the RAF, two from British 
European Airways (BEA) — and fitted 
with Dart powerplants, earning the 
sobriquet ‘Dart Dakota’. Appropriately, 
the two BEA Dakotas were christened 
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Sir Henry Royce and Claude Johnson. 
They looked and sounded incongru- 
ous, with their whistling prop-jet 
engines propelling them at speeds far 
in excess of conventional piston-engine 
DC-3s. However, the Dart Dakota con- 
versions, especially the two BEA 
machines which tirelessly operated 
freight services throughout the two- 
year trial, convinced everyone of the 
dependability and soundness of design 
of the Rolls-Royce Dart. 

This was at a time when the aero 
engine and motor car divisions of Rolls- 
Royce were still close, geographically 
and culturally. So, the resounding suc- 
cess of the Dart reflected well on Rolls- 
Royce automotive products and on the 
Company as a whole. 

A later coming-together of Rolls- 
Royce and Vickers proved less than 
happy. The Vickers Vanguard was 
mooted as the world’s first ‘airbus’, long 
before the term gained currency in 
wide-body jetliners. But the Vanguard, 
with its four Rolls-Royce Tyne turbo- 
props, was too much, too late. Just 46 
were built before the jet age hastened 
its demise. 

Along the way, Vickers and Rolls- 
Royce had again combined to produce 
the Vickers Valiant ‘V-Bomber’. 
Powered by four Avon turbojets, a 
Valiant dropped the U.K.’s first atomic 
bomb over Maralinga, South Australia 
in 1956. 

The last hurrah for Vickers/Rolls- 
Royce aircraft/engine collaboration 
was the moderately successful VC10 
jetliner. Emerging in the mid-1960s, 
the VC1O and longer Super VC10 
derivative used four Rolls-Royce Con- 
way turbofans for motive power. In 
what was a classic misnomer, contem- 
porary BOAC advertising extolled the 
virtues of VC10 “Hush Power”. With the 
engines tucked away nicely at the rear, 
passengers did indeed enjoy “hush 
power” on board, but those of us on the 
ground did not. Each VC10 departure 
was accompanied by the thunderous 
roar of four Conways delivering a com- 
bined 88,000 pounds of thrust as they 
spewed out four dirty black trails of 
smoke. Enough to make the ‘greenies’ 
of the day choke on their mung beans 
and rend their caftans in distress! 

During the life of VC10 production, 
Vickers lost their individuality as 
aeroplane makers when swallowed by 


ea 


RMA Claude Johnson, one of the DC-3 ‘Dakotas’ fitted with Rolls-Royce Dart turboprop engines 


for BEA freight services as a joint Vickers/Rolls-Royce project to prove the engines ahead of 
their installation in the highly successful Vickers Viscount airliner. The other BEA Dart Dakota 
was named RMA Sir Henry Royce. From Roger Thiedeman’s collection. 


the British Aircraft Corporation (BAC) 
conglomerate — later British 
Aerospace (BAe). This effectively ended 
an aero engine supplier/aircraft 
builder relationship that had endured 
between Rolls-Royce and Vickers 
respectively for five decades. But sub- 
sequent boardroom machinations in 
both companies produced a twist in the 
tale. Changes of corporate identity and 
ownership would ensure that, for the 
names Rolls-Royce and Vickers at 
least, paths would cross and crisscross 
with interesting — and ironical — 
results in the years ahead. 

In 1971, in the wake of the serious 
financial crisis that had befallen Rolls- 


Royce Ltd due to the RB.211 jet engine 
contractual problem, the Car Division 
was cut loose from the main Company, 
becoming Rolls-Royce Motors Lid. 
There seems to be some confusion 
with some enthusiasts as to exactly 
how Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd got 
into the unenviable position of having 
no say in whether or not, or to whom, 
it was sold in 1998. Contrary to what 
one often hears and reads, the Com- 
pany has never been sold before the 
1998 sell-off. Rolls-Royce Motors Ltd 
(as it was called before 1983) was never 
bought by Vickers. There was no take- 
over. There was, in fact, a merger, 
which is of course avery different thing. 


The Silver Spirit and Bentley Mulsanne range of cars, announced a few days after the merger 
between Rolls-Royce Motors and Vickers, heralded a remarkable resurgence for the Bentley 
marque, eventually blossoming into legendary models such as the Turbo R. The example shown 


is the Bentley Brooklands in its most recent guise. Photo: Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd, Crewe. 
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Vickers consigned 
to history as Rolls 
rides to the rescue 


on Paul Buysse, chief ex- 

ecutive of Vickers, admits 
that one of the main reasons 
he joined the British engineer- 
ing group in May last year 
was because of its history. 

It is hard to think of a com- 
pany with a more esteemed 
legacy. Vickers made Spit- 
fires for the Royal Air Force 
during the Second World 
War, built Britain’s first nu- 
clear submarine in the 1960s, 
and spent an 18-year period 
owning Rolls-Royce Motors, 
the world’s most famous car 
marque. 

For a group that was once 
Britain’s biggest company, it 
is a sorry reflection of ‘the 
stock market’s antipathy to- 
wards the engineering sector 
that it was worth barely £380 
million before it was rescued 
by Rolls-Royce, the giant aero- 
space group, yesterday. De- 
spite attempts by the compa- 
ny to reinvent itself over the 
r, its shares have 


] n private moments, Bar- 


From biggest 


UK company to 
takeover target. 
David Lister 


reports on the 


fall of Vickers 


day. In fact, it used to make 


more than a modern-day 
BAe. People still think of it as 
a large company, but in fact it 
is relatively small.” 

Details of the deal were 
thin on the ground yesterday. 
The two companies appear to 
have agreed the principles of 
the takeover in double-quick 
time, with Sir Ralph Robins, 
Rolls-Royce chairman, admit- 
ting that they had only been 
talking for a week. 
were unanswered 
over how many 
in the 


out yesterday that its marine 
interests have long been core 
to the group, but there were le- 
gitimate concerns that the 
money might have been bet- 
ter spent developing the main 
aero-engines business. “In 
many ways this is an admis- 
sion they can’t find anything 
better to do with their cash,” 
suggested one analyst. 

Yet more questionable is 
why Rolls-Royce would want 
to take on the Vickers defence 
business. For the moment, Sir 
Ralph has said that the divi- 
sion, which has been a drag 
on the Vickers share price, 
will stay with the enlarged 
group. Even if it is sold — as it 
surely will be — its rapidly 
emptying order book means it 
is unlikely to command much 
of a price. 

In spite of City concerns, 
there is a pleasing symmetry 
to a deal bringing together 
two companies that first 
worked in partnership in 1919, 
st non-stop trans- 
made ina 


Though profitable and confident as an 
independent car builder, the Board and 
shareholders of Rolls-Royce Motors 
decided that it would be prudent to 
seek a merger witha larger, more finan- 
cially secure engineering group, so in 
October 1980 Rolls-Royce Motors 
merged with ... none other than Vick- 
ers. The merger process was completed 
a few days before the October 1980 
release of the Silver Spirit range of cars, 
with Rolls-Royce Motors shareholders 
receiving Vickers shares to the equiv- 
alent value of their Rolls-Royce hold- 
ings. 

Rolls-Royce Motors was the largest 
company in the Vickers group and 
Chairman David (later Sir David) Plas- 
tow became Chairman and Managing 
Director of the new, larger Vickers 
group. In retrospect, the merger left 
Rolls-Royce dependent on its new 
parent company for development fund- 
ing, as well as leaving Vickers in the 
position of having to carry Rolls-Royce 
Motors through two debilitating 


recessions. 

The new model range announced a 
few days after the merger comprised 
three entirely new saloon models — the 
Rolls-Royce Silver Spirit, the long 
wheelbase Silver Spur, and the Bentley 
Mulsanne, all with new styling cour- 
tesy of Fritz Feller’s styling team at 
Crewe. 

The choice of an evocative model 
name, Mulsanne, for the new Bentley 
saloon marked a modest beginning for 
a remarkable revival in the fortunes of 
the Bentley marque, which had been 
allowed to dwindle to as low as 4% of 
total production at Crewe. Although 
this was one of the major achievements 
of the Company in Vickers ownership, 
it effectively made possible the in- 
famous 1998 agreement to divide the 
marques between two German owners. 

By this time Vickers was out of the 
aeronautical field in which it had ex- 
celled so brilliantly in the past. The 
British aerospace industry as a whole 
had been heavily rationalised in the 
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face of formidable trans-Atlantic com- 
petition. 

In the final analysis, it is difficult to 
escape the conclusion that regardless 
of whether the Vickers years were good, 
bad or indifferent for the Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley marques, the final conse- 
quence of joining the Vickers group can 
only be regarded by enthusiasts of 
Rolls-Royce history as an unmitigated 
calamity. Unable or unwilling to fund 
development of a new Rolls-Royce 
motor car engine for the 21st century, 
Vickers sold the Company to Volks- 
wagen in June 1998, soon after 
announcing the closure of engine build 
facilities at Crewe and a new model 
fitted with a BMW engine. 

Within a few days it was announced 
that Rolls-Royce Plc was withdrawing 
the rights to the Rolls-Royce name from 
Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd and hand- 
ing the marque to BMW, effective from 
the end of 2002, thus ending seven 
decades of Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
history under single ownership. 

The final ironic twist came within 18 

months. By October 1999 the U.K. 
stock market valued the whole of the 
Vickers group at some tens of millions 
of pounds less than it had received in 
cash for the sale of Rolls-Royce Motor 
Cars Ltd. The irony lies in the identity 
of the company that came to the rescue 
— Rolls-Royce Ple (the aero engine 
company of Derby) — and the fact that 
if Rolls-Royce Plc could have bought 
the Vickers group as little as 16 months 
earlier, foreign ownership of the car 
company would have been avoided and 
the old aero and car divisions of Rolls- 
Royce would have been re-united, 
effectively restoring the pre-1971 situ- 
ation. Obviously it would also have 
avoided the messy split of the Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley marques. 

However, it has been said that Rolls- 
Royce Ple did not wish to be burdened 
by the cars again, hence the apparent 
disinterest in bidding for Rolls-Royce 
Motor Cars when it was for sale. Which 
seems at odds with the fact that Derby 
seems eager to lend its name and 
trademarks to a BMW project to re- 
start production of “Rolls-Royce” cars 
after 2002. 

One of the greatest and most famed 
of British companies, Vickers, has ef- 
fectively ceased to exist. Some Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley car enthusiasts 
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might suspect divine retribution! 

Most enthusiasts feel that we will 
never again see the like of the Rolls- 
Royce motor car, the true, authentic 
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history of which is widely regarded as 
having come to an end. It will be 
remembered with much affection and 
great respect. Nor is another company 


like Vickers ever likely to rise again, but 
it is by no means certain that Rolls- 
Royce car enthusiasts will remember it 
with quite the same affection! sf 


LETTERS 


Ghost identity 


| was interested in the photo on p.3417 
in PRAECLARUM 5-99, supplied by Tom 
Clarke. Whilst at this stage | cannot advise 
which Silver Ghost is depicted, | can say 
with some certainty that it is not, as sug- 
gested, 85AG. 

lrefer you to the c.1926 photo taken at 
the Balfour Street Repair Shop, which has 
appeared in several sources. Those inter- 
ested and with appropriate access might 
like to check that photo. It appeared over 
twenty years ago in PRAECLARUM 5-77 on 
p.283, with an important part of the photo 
cropped. It was published again in com- 
plete form in my book Silver Ghosts of 
Australia and New Zealand, p.40, and in 
Tom Clarke’s and David Neely’s book 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley in the Sunburnt 
Country, p.73. inthis photo, 85AG is the car 
in the foreground, (registered N.S.W. 338) 
and there are decisive elements evident 
that rule out this car as the one in the 5-99 
photograph. 

Firstly, in the Balfour Street photo taken 
c.1926 (the period of both photos) the 
mudguards of 85AG are clearly black or 
very dark, but admittedly, despite the fact 
that the car had only then been on the 
road some four years, they could have 
been repainted. The other two pieces of 
evidence are much more decisive. 85AG 
had front mudguard inner skirts com- 
mencing from forward of the crown of the 
‘guards, and the car in the 5-99 photo 
does not have this feature. Also, 85AG 
had mudguard-mounted pedestal- 
based sidelamps evident, while the car in 
the recently published photo has scuttle- 
mounted sidelamps. 

The presence of a front (and rear?) 
bumper bar is a most unusual feature on 
any British manufactured Silver Ghost as 
an original fitting and when fitted they 
were not a Rolls-Royce part but a pro- 
prietary item. In Australia, however, we 
know that a number of Edwardian Silver 
Ghosts had bumpers fitted when they 
were ‘modernised’ in the post-Great War 
period. Could this be yet another re- 
bodied Edwardian car? | cannot see 
clearly enough whether the lights are 


definitely of the Edwardian type, but if so 
this could strengthen that possibility. 

Other possibilities exist. We do know 
that some Silver Ghosts did the reverse 
Grand Tour. That is to say, some British 
owners used their cars for a tour of 
Australia, and the car depicted could be 
one of those. Equally it could have been 
a New Zealand car doing a similar tour. 
The presence of a bumper bar could per- 
haps have more meaning in those 
circumstances, providing a level of 
protection against kangaroos and other 
native creatures not normally afforded 
resident cars. 

Hopefully the ongoing quest for 
material for my sequel book on the post- 
Great War Silver Ghosts, now well under 
way, may shed some light on the mystery, 
but in any event we will have to await 
further photos coming to light to deter- 
mine the car’s identity. 

| was also interested in the article Rolls 
and a woman ’s fouch in the same issue, 
in which Tom Clarke teases out something 
of the social interaction between Charles 
Rolls and The Hon. Mrs Assheton Harbord. 
As Tom indicated in his section of The 
Edwardian Rolls-Royce, Mrs Harbord had 
three pre-Ghost Rolls-Royce cars. Apart 
from the 30 h.p. shown on p.3421 she also 
owned 20 h.p. cars 20502 and 20510. 
Following the introduction of the 40/50 
h.p., she owned three Silver Ghosts before 
the Great War, being chassis 60744, 1261 
and 2129. 

John Fasal has noted that the then 
well-experienced Rolls-Royce enthusiast, 
Mrs Harbord drove her 1910 Silver Ghost 
1261, a Hamshaw Roi-des-Belges, from 
Land’s End to John O’Groats and back in 
nine days, 

While none of her Rolls-Royce cars is 
known to have survived, | do have the 
chassis plate from 1261, acquired from a 
U.K. auction some fifteen years or more 
ago. One wonders where this had emerg- 
ed from. 

lan Irwin, 
Australian Capital Territory 


Caravaning in style 


Enclosed is a photograph, taken on 
the banks of the Snowy River, of 1969 Silver 
Shadow SRH5312 pulling our Viscount 
caravan. My wife Ann and | completed 
an eight month 34,000 kilometre journey 
starting in Perth, Western Australia and zig- 
zagging around Australia including Uluru, 
all the mountains of Victoria and New 
South Wales, the Great Ocean Road, and 
the Australian Capital Territory. We took 
boat trips on most of the main rivers, in- 
cluding the Murray and the Hawkesbury, 
and sailed around the Whitsundays. After 
the Daintree we crossed the ‘top end’ 
between Georgetown and Normanton, 
then down to Mt Isa, north again to the 
mining port of Bing Bong. from there to 
Katherine Gorge, Kakadu National Park, 
Darwin and cown the west coast back to 
Perth. 

Obviously this is the briefest of outlines 
of our trip. We have travelled extensively 
around the world and are now convinced 
that Australia is by far the best. This is a vast 
and beautiful land with very friendly 
people. 

There must be hundreds of 
photographs around the world of our car 
and caravan. Every day there were 
people taking photos. At almost every fill- 
ing station the owners would say that it 
was the first time they had ever seen a 
Rolis-Royce pulling a caravan. We believe 
that this is a first around Australia. 

We converted to LPG six years ago so 
the trip was relatively inexpensive. 

When we got to South Australia, | 
‘phoned Fritz Verbunt to send us a starter 
motor. The starter had not given up the 
ghost yet, but did not sound too kosher. 
Apart from that, all we needed were two 
tyres for the car and two for the caravan. 
Not at all bad for a thirty-year-old lady 
and a twenty-year-old caravan. 

Incidentally, we hardly stayed in 
caravan parks, preferring to spend nights 
in the forests and bushland, beside rivers, 
lakes or the ocean. Way to go Mate!! 


Dennis Morris, 
Western Australia 
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Cars For Sale 


ae 


1936 Bentley 41% Litre (B131GP) Barker 
sports saloon. Built for the Earl of Kintmore, 
as illustrated in Bentley: the Silent Sports Car 
1931-1941 by Michael Ellman-Brown, p.236. 
Excellent condition and well maintained. 
Recent work includes rebuilt steering box, 
new stainless steel exhaust, calorstat and 
reconditioned cylinder head. All material pur- 
chased from Fiennes U.K. Rolls-Royce & 
Bentley specialist, and work carried out by 
well known and respected Vintage & Classic 
specialists in Melbourne. Full (Vic.) reg. num- 
ber RB-425. Believed to be the only Barker- 
bodied Derby Bentley in Australia. $75,000 
0.n.0., will consider part exchange for inter- 
esting sports or touring car. Paul Latham 
03-956 1-5544 (w) 03-975 1-1836 (h) or mobile 
0419-53-3317 


— reer we” 

1949 Silver Wraith (WFC67) Hooper ‘Teviot' 
touring limousine. Midnight Blue with grey 
hide upholstery. Featured on the front cover, 
PRAECLARUM 2-96. A truly magnificent ex- 
ample of the desirable and road manageable 
short chassis model with manual gearbox. 
Fitted with electric division, sunshine roof, 
cocktail cabinet, picnic tables and other 
luxury features. R.100 headlamps. Mechani- 
cally superb, runs sweetly and quietly and 
pulls strongly. Only about 2,500 careful miles 
since complete restoration to the highest 
standard by Rolls-Royce specialists. Mint 
handbook. Winner of Class 6 and Best Post- 
War Coachbuilt Car trophies at the 1999 
Federal Rally in Canberra. Full (N.S.W.) 
registration. Nothing to spend. $75,000 firm. 
Michael Zwar 02-6026-2336 


1951 Bentley Mk VI (B169JUN) Park Ward 
two-door saloon. Two-tone blue. 4% litre, 
manual gearbox. Aluminium body and 
mechanicals sound but original rear seat 
leather needs replacement. Original tools 
and handbook. Four owners since new, 
current owner 28 years. Genuine 137,000 
miles. $26,000 o.n.o. John Lang 
02-9484-7763 


Cars For Sale 


1971 Silver Shadow (DRH8625) H.J. Mul- 
liner, Park Ward drophead coupé. Silver grey 
with bright red leather interior. With my family 
and business commitments growing, this 
magnificent car needs a new home. 
Australian delivery. Runs and looks as it 
should. An excellent opportunity. $83,000. 
Keith Wilson 07-5577-8998 or 0411-034010 


SRE SAL s 2 
1973 Corniche Convertible (DRH12233) 
Caribbean Blue over Midnight Blue. Immacu- 
late coachwork, excellent mechanically, 
regularly driven and serviced by specialists 
(Vawser, Sydney and Sparks, Brisbane). 
Winner of Silver Shadow Trophy at Federal 
Rally Wollongong, Class winner in various 
R.R.O.C. events in S.A. and N.S.W. $90,000 
or offers. Roger Gibson 0414-42-7045 


1974 Silver Shadow (SRH17268) metallic 
Walnut with olive green upholstery, conserva- 
tively elegant and original. Mint condition, 
42,000 miles only, current owner 15 years. 
$45,000 0.n.0. Philip Tyler 02-4226-3030 (w) 
02-4268-0603 (h) 


1981 Corniche Convertible (DRH50523) 
Carnival Red with cream hood and black 
upholstery piped cream. Excellent condition, 
completely maintained, original 55,000 miles. 
Turns heads, creates smiles and breeds new 
friends wherever it roams! $195,000 o.n.o. 
Philip Tyler 02-4226-3030 (w) 02-4268-0603 (h) 


Parts For Sale 


Silver Shadow 6.75 litre engine (ex-1972 
Corniche), completely rebuilt long engine 
including liner seals, with three-speed gear- 
box. $8,000. Alan White 02-9799-6929 


Bentley Mk Vi mudguard, front right. Tom 
Johnston Motors Pty Ltd. 08-8234-5600 


Hubcaps for early Silver Shadow. Tom 
Johnston Motors Pty Ltd. 08-8234-5600 


A good, clear photograph will draw 
attention to your ad. and help to sell 


your car. Photographs should show 
the lines of the coachwork and should 
not cut off any part of the car. 


Parts For Sale 


Rolls-Royce and Bentley parts: mainly Silver 
Shadow, body and mechanical. Some parts 
for other models also available. See full-page 
advertisement in the last edition of 
PRAECLARUM for full listing. J.G. Dare Pty 
Ltd. 03-9589-1516 or FAX 03-9589-5982 


Smiths 3inch R-R inscribed dashboard clock, 
front control time and winding, original 1920s 
vintage. $400. Dick Donnelley 02-9997-2477 
or FAX 02-9997-7892 


Smiths rim-wind dashboard clock, c.1920s; 
Jaeger 85mph speedometer, silver face; 
Veteran enamel-face clock, nickel case, 
angled, suit early Silver Ghost. David Fryer 
07-3366-3344 


2 x Phantom | wire wheels, $250 each. Peter 
Shugg 08-9339-8756 (after 4.00 p.m. W.A. 
time) or FAX 08-9319-2615 


Assorted Phantom | parts, mostly n.o.s., suit 
earlier series. Set of patterns for casting 
various small Phantom | parts. Set of 19" Ace 
discs, 20 h.p. fan and some Phantom Ii parts 
including n.o.s. valves, etc. Please ‘phone for 
list. Bruce Gardner 03-9580-8180 


Original mudguards including: set semi- 
sports style ex-Barker Silver Ghost, set sport- 
ing helmet type, suit short chassis sports type 
body, pair rears, probably ex-Silver Ghost or 
Phantom. David Fryer 07-3366-3344 


Silver Shadows and Bentley T Series 
breaking for parts. Most mechanical, body 
and interior parts available. 

McMillan Prestige Car Repairs 
02-9744-5111 or FAX 02-9744-5517 


Parts Wanted 


Wanted for 1926 20 h.p.: wheel centres, front 
and rear friction shock absorbers, Klaxon 
horn, spare wheel side mount, Spirit of 
Ecstasy mascot. Peter Shugg 08-9339-8756 
(after 4.00 p.m. W.A. time) or FAX 
08-9319-2615 


Wanted for 25/30 h.p.: cylinder head in good 
or easily repairable condition. Rory Poland 
08-827 2-5747 (h) 08-8271-2047 (w) 


Wanted: pliers for early post-war (Mk VI etc.) 
small tool tray. Have other tools surplus to my 
requirements to swap, or will pay cash. Martin 
Bennett 02-4829-7140 (‘phone & FAX) 


Wanted: Dunlop jack and handle, part no. 
RF6019, for Bentley Mk VI; also Bentley 
badge for Mk VI rear bumper. Tony Ward 
02-9451-9697 (h) 02-9363-1422 or FAX 
02-9363-1049 


Number Plates 


RR-1925. New South Wales black & white 
number plates. $5,000. Dick Donnelley 
02-9997-2477 or FAX 02-9997-7892 
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Literature For Sale 


Handbook, original, Phantom II (ex-23GN), 
reasonable condition, sell or swap for PI 
handbook. David Fryer 07-3366-3344 


Handbooks: Bentley Mk VI 4% Litre, original 
clip-down cover Edition Vil in good condition, 
“Mr Ward or Appleby Rolls-Royce service” 
hand-written inside front cover, $150. hand- 
book supplement for Bentley Continental S3, 
intended for use in conjunction with Conti- 
nental S2 handbook (no Continental S3 hand- 
book was ever issued), $85. Handbooks for 
modern models, all mint or near mint condi- 
tion: Rolls-Royce and Bentley Corniche 
Convertible 1981-84; Camargue 50001- 
series 1978-80; Bentley Mulsanne Turbo 
1982-85; Bentley Turbo R Solex carburetter 
model 1985/86; Bentley Mulsanne S 1989-92; 
Bentley Eight 1989-92; $95 each. Martin 
Bennett 02-4829-7140 (‘phone & FAX) 


Services 


We overhaul: hydraulic accumulators, 
height control valves, and minimum pressure 
valves for Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow, T 
Series, Corniche etc. and Silver Spirit/Spur, 
Bentley Muilsanne etc. motor cars. We have 
specialised in Rolls-Royce hydraulics in the 
U.K. since 1979 and are now established in 
Australia. Our overhauled components are 
guaranteed for two years, unlimited milage. 
For example: Silver Shadow/Bentley T 
Series/Corniche/Camargue accumulator 
reconditioning, $295. 

Pleiades Automotive Hydraulics 
(Australia) P.O. Box 40, Gayndah, Qid. 4625. 
‘Phone/FAX 07-4161-2512 


Interior Trimming carried out to exacting 
standards using authentic Rolls-Royce and 
coachbuilders’ materials and methods. 
Repairs or complete replacements. 
McMillan Prestige Car Repairs 
02-9744-5111 or FAX 02-9744-5517 


Complete Interior Woodwork restoration 
and refurbishing. Broken wood and veneer 
repaired. Exacting standards and authentic 
finishes. No over-restoration. 

McMillan Prestige Car Repairs 
02-9744-5111 or FAX 02-9744-5517 


Travel/Accommodation 


Homestay/Bed & Breakfast, Dandenong 
Ranges, Victoria. Enjoy a restful sojourn at our 
quiet, discrete residence on 1% acres at 
picturesque Ferny Creek and yet be less than 
one hour away from Melbourne CBD. Central 
heating and log fire. Lots of attractions and 
restaurants nearby. $45 pp per night B & B. 
Dinner also available by arrangement Satur- 
day & Sunday, $25 p.p. three courses with 
coffee and mints. Club member Les 
Myghalls. For booking or brochure, please 
telephone 03-9755-2197 
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If your business is associated with Rolls-Royce and 
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Bentley motor cars, or if you are offering that special car for 
sale, you could benefit from the impact of a display advert- 
isement in PRAECLARUM, your Club’s national 
magazine that goes to all members of all Branches of the 
Club Australia-wide, as well as to members and subscribers 
in a number of other countries. 

Your advertisement may be submitted on computer disc 
or in camera-ready form, or it can be typeset and laid out to 
your requirements on the Club’s computer system as a free 
service. Compare these highly competitive and economical 
rates (colour extra): 


Size: Cost per Issue: 
Full Page - $410 
Half Page - $230 
Quarter Page - $130 


To enquire or book space, please contact: 


Martin Bennett, 


‘Arcadia’, 
Metal polishing for all models carried out to 177 Old South Road, 
the highest standard. Stainless steel, nickel, Yarra via Goulburn, 


chromium all catered for in our workshop. 
McMillan Prestige Car Repairs 
02-9744-5111 or FAX 02-9744-5517 


New South Wales 2580 
’Phone/FAX: (02) 4829 7140 


INFORMATION: Classified advertisements 
must be factual and accurate. Persons mis- 
representing cars, parts or services will be 
denied further use of this space. Ads for cars 
for sale must include chassis number and 
asking price. Ads are accepted subject to 


availability of space and may be edited or 
rejected at the discretion of the Editor 
without discussion or explanation. 


Martin Bennett, ‘Arcadia’, 177 Old South Road, Yarra via Goulburn, N.S.W, 2580. ‘Phone/FAX: (02) 4829 7140 
Deadlines: 15th of January, March, May, July, September, November. 


PHOTOGRAPHS: Good quality colour or 
black & white prints are acceptable. Please 
do not send negatives or photocopies. For 
return of photo, please include s.a.e. 
DEALERS: Parties dealing in motor cars 
must, where required by law, quote their 
dealer's licence number and comply with all 
other statutory requirements relating to their 
advertising. 


COST: Ads are free to non-trade members. 
Non-members are charged $15.00 for a 
non-commercial ad of reasonable length. 
Trade ads accepted at commercial rates. 
Photographs included free of charge to 
members, $15.00 for others. Where 
applicable, cheques made payable to 
R.R.O.C. of Australia must accompany 
advertising copy. Send ads to: 


3470 PRAECLARVM 


STOM JOHNSTON MOTORS 


Now, the Yanks’ 
PTY. LIMITED 


Best Kept Secret (pss: 
of 30 Years 


Raveolaai Servicing the World’s Finest Motor Cars 


using experience of 34 years speciality 
in Rolls-Royce and Bentley: 
Pre and post war Mechanical Restorations. 


Oe ee 
2028 Gbiner Avenus 


Los Angeles, California 90025 USA 


Parts for Sale at good prices 


Tel. 310-473-7773 


For most Silver Shadows and Spirits: 
Filters (oil, fuel and air), Power Steering 
Rack Boots & Power Steering Seal Kits. 


Fax. 310-479-1197 


World’s most complete stock of 
used post-war (1946-96) Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley spares. 


Virtually everything on hand, immedi 
-ately available, and at reasonable prices. 


Knowledgeable assistance and 
personal service always. 


Check Straps & early Hubcaps- only SSh. 
Mufflers for S Type, Cloud and Shadows. 
Mudguard for VI (front driver side). 


13 Stirling St. Thebarton, Sth Australia 5031 
Tel: (08) 82345600 Fax: (08) 82345607 


¢ Restoration candidates and drivable RHD aa 
Email: tjmotors@senet.com.au LZ] 


Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars available. 
° UPS, Alr and Mail Shipments Dally. 
¢ Phone Calls or Fax Preferred. 


If you love your classic vehicle 
we've got the insurance. 


‘ . @ Agreed value means agreed value. If 
oo ss ecttaet HE the car is a total loss you will receive 
the full sum insured. 


® You have the option to choose your 
own repairer. 


@ Lifetime guarantee on repairs. 

@ Inthe event of total loss of the vehicle 
you have an opportunity to purchase, 
depending on the policy. 

@ No blame excess. 


@ Laid up cover for vehicles being 
restored or repaired. 


@ Free windscreen one per year without 


Shannons Classic Insurance has been insuring excess. 
vintage & veteran vehicle enthusiasts since 


1970 and has developed a great insurance Ring Shannons for a 
package at a very competitive price. free quote today ! 


Insurer: Royal and Sun Alliance Insurance Australia limited ACN 005 297 807 

E ) Victoria (03) 9584 7266 New South Wales (02) 9460 6344 Northern Territory (08) 8981 3000 
AND AUCTIONS Queensland (07) 3892 2776 South Australia (08) 8294 9000 Western Australia (08) 9479 3555 
Tasmania (03) 6223 8333 Country callers Toll Free: 1800 653 996 All States 


SHAN 5A 


6-99 3471 


Australia’s No.1 dismantler of Rolls-Royce & Bentley cars. 


Now dismantling for parts: post-war Rolls-Royce & Bentley cars from Mk VI to 
Silver Shadow. Fast Australia-wide despatch of parts. Very reasonable prices. 
Servicing and mechanical repairs. Excellent spare parts service — all models. 

Engine rebuild and cylinder head reconditioning service. 


Wanted: damaged and unwanted Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars for parts. 


Neil McLean Automotives 


Specialising in post-war Rolls-Royce & Bentley motor cars 


14 Beaconsfield Avenue, ‘Phone: (08) 9250 1400 
Midvale, Western Australia 6056 FAX: (08) 9250 1404 


We can protect your investment 
in Rolls-Royce and Bentley 


Sydney’s best known and _ most 
experienced Rolls-Royce team are 
committed to provide you with 
personal service and_ professional 
care to protect your investment in 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley - from the 
earliest cars through to current models. 


Call Warrick Booth or Paul Lukes to 
discuss routine maintenance, major 
overhaul - or advice on any aspect of 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley ownership. 


Messrs APPLEBY AND BOOTH 
AT PARADISE GARAGE 
25 DUNNING AVENUE, ROSEBERY, 
SYDNEY, NSW, 2018 
PH: 02 9313 7866 FAX: 02 9663 2105 


www.paradisegarage.com.au 


3472 PRAECLARVM 


An Investment Is Only As Good 
As The Care You Put Into It. 


A McMillan repair or restoration returns your car to factory specification. 
There is no faulty work that will quickly fail, no short-cut techniques 
and no doubtful parts. 


* 24 hour recovery and towing of * Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
your Rolls-Royce or Bentley. replacement parts and components. 


* Complete Insurance Claimadviceand  * Secure storage for your Rolls-Royce or 
follow-up assistance. Bentley 


* Rolls-Royce and Bentley approved * Full factory technical support. 
accident repairs. 


* Lifetime Guarantee or Warranty 


Assisting Club Members 
Australia-wide For Many Years 


McMILLAN PRESTIGE 
CAR REPAIRS PTY LTD 


25-27 Regatta Road, Five Dock, NSW 2046 
Phone (02) 97445111 Fax (02) 97445517 


UNION OFFSET CO. PTY. LTD Print Post Approved PP229219 100048 
20 PIRIE STREET FYSHWICK ACT 2609 (02) 6280 6733 Lodgement Office: Canberra Mail Centre, Fyshwick, 2609 


